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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

In today's noisy environment, if anyone hears the word
"Vadtaladham", it is like nectar is poured in his ear. There is so much joy because,
here is the cause of all causes; Ishwar of Iswar, Parabrahma Paramatma Bhagwan Shree

Swaminarayan is sitting in the form of "Sri Harikrishna Maharaj". That is why Vadtal is

called Akshardham on the earth. In each particle of this holy land has come in contact of

Sahajanand Swami and the 500 Paramhansas — and even today the particles emits holy
vibrations.
Those with eyes filled with glory, feel the holy vibrations while in Vadtaldham. While reading this

scripture, many of the occasions comes before the eyes. That is why, | believe that this small scripture will
be very valuable for many devotees.
Vadtaldham...

isthe highest pilgrimage place of Swaminarayan sect.

is the center of faith of millions of souls.

isthe foremost and unique center of our worship as Sri Harikrishna Maharaj is here.

isalso our “agna” center, Shikshapatriis written here.
Being hereinflash, brings pleasure thatis only possible when we are free of bondage of the body.
Only those who are selected by Lord himself, get opportunities to serve here by body, mind, and

wealth.
There were many occasions where need for an informative, accurate and well written booklet was
felt. Pu. Shyam swami, requested Pu. Brahmswarup Swami to research and compile an accurate,
informative booklet and Pu. Swami accepted the opportunity to please Maharaj.
With dedicated, intense efforts, the book called 'Apanu
Vadtaladham' was written in short time. We are
very glad to say that by the Vadtal
Sanstha, many literatures have

been published. But this time

we are more happier since 200 years are going to finish of the establishment of Upasya-Swarup Harikrishna Maharaj and
almighty Shri Laxminarayan dev that Bhagvan Shri Hari himself did the Pratishtha in Vadtal dham.So, on this upcoming great
festival, the series of literature will be published. Among them, this “Our Vadtaldham” bookis on the 4th position.

Moreover this “Vadtal dham granth mala” is going to be published on the day when 20 years will be completing of
the renowned preceptor of the Vadtal - gadi his highness 1008 Rakeshprasadji Maharaj.

Param Bhakta Shree Yogeshbhai C Pstel {Latipura,(U.S.A)} has translated this book. And those who have contributed
to the compilation of this book, those who financially supported the project will feel honored to have been associated with
this great project. For the readers, this scripture will increase the respect for Vadtaladham in their hearts.

And we wish that, upon reading this book, the respects for the "Vadtal-dham" may increase inreaders' hearts. And may Shri
Harikrishna Maharaj, Shri Laxminarayan dev and His Holiness Aacharya Shri Rakeshprasadji Maharaj get pleased upon those

who have contributed in this plublication. Especially, Pu. Shyam Swami, Pu. Amrut Swami and Nikit.

P.P. Shri Devprakashdasji Swami Dr. Shastri Santvallabhadas
Chairman (Ph.D., D.LITT)



Jayati Jayati Dhanya Gram Vrittalakhyu!
Jayati Jayati Dhanyu Dham Vrittalayakhyam Il

B - 4 Jayati Jayati Dhanyu Tasthit Dev Vrind |
From the author...f.._ Jayati Jayati Dhanya Tathi Sadhu Vrindam | |

O dear saints - devotees! YogivaryaGopalananda Swami, while writing the glory of Vadtal in

'ArvavatarStotra', says, “Vadtal village is blessed. VadtalDham is blessed. Blessed isthe entire Devas in

VadtalDham and also blessed is the entire Santvrund in VadtalDham.

O devotees! Whatever one gest by going to Prayagraj and chant, do tap, fast and bathe in the
TriveniSangam for a year, the same merits can be received by visiting the holy places in Vadtaldham with

reverence. Thisis so, because, the land of Vadtal has come in physical contact of manifested God.

O devotees! This Vadtaladham means Akshardham on earth; because here the omnipotent Shri
HarikrishnaMaharaj is giving darshan. Vadtaladham means Vaikunthadham; because here Sri
Lakshminarayanadev is giving darshan and Vadtaladham means Golokdham; Because Ranchodrai pilgrims from

Dwarika have come here.

O devotees! Such one place with three Dhamsis not found anywhere in the universe. Therefore, it is
necessary to understand the glory and come to Vadtaladham to do bhajan-bhakti, darshan, seva, donation, ritual
and to prepare for Moksha in "Vachanamrut Dwishatabdi Mahotsav 2076".

O devotees! My Guru bandhu Swami Shyamvallabhdasji, inspired me to write this book. As well as my
Gurubhai Assistant Kothari Dr. Shastri Santvallabh Swami (PH.D., D.LITT) has suggested this book name to be
‘ApanuVadtaladham'. Other GurubandhuSha. Amrutvallabhdasji has very carefully inspected and did final
proof of the book. | pray to Sriharikrishna Maharaj to be pleased with all of the three Gurubandhus.

O devotees! My only wish for writing this book is to have Harikrushna Maharaj, Lakshminarayan

Dev, P. Pu. Acharyashri Rakeshprakashji Maharaj P.P. Sadguru Sha. Ghanshyamprakash Dasji Swami,

Chairman of Vadtal Temple P.P. Devprakashdasji Swami as well as all the saints and devotees

bless me.
Jai Shri Swaminarayan of Swami Date: 15-8-2019
Brahmaswarupadas Shravan Sud - Poonam
Vadtaldham

P.P. Dharm Dhurandhar 1008 Acharya Shri Rakeshprasadji Maharaj Shri

R - - QR
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When you are completing 20 years as the Acharya of Swaminarayan Sampradaya Vadtal diocese, we are pleased to

presenta briefsummary of noteworthy achievements duringyourtenure.

OnJanuary 31st, 2003, that is Samvat 2059, Posh Vad 14, you were installed as the Acharya of Swaminarayan Sampradaya

Vadtal diocese. This was the result of Satsang Mahasabha's efforts and the blessings of Sadguru Gopalanand Swami and

ShriKashtabhanjan Dey,

You nurtured this great Satsang forever by fulfilling your unique role in ceremonies to initiating new saints and

inauguration of new temples.

It is a matter of great pride for the Vadtal Diocese and Swaminarayan sampraday that during 2003 to 2022, you have

honored the good fortune of initiating 820 new Saints. Due to your loving nature, the 1291 Saints, 908 Parshads and 19

Brahmacharis are with you. You have also inaugurated total of 497 small Harimandirs and large Temples that includes new

and renovated temples.

You are constantly on the move. If we count various events like Katha-Parayana, Shakotsav, Inauguration of temples, Khat

Muhurat, opening ceremonies, Rangotsav, etc., there are more than 1,543 documented events you have graced and

many more undocumented events.In addition, you have blessed 99,877 small and big residences of the devotees at their

requests.

And yes, you have not forgotten those devotees who have carried the legacy of Satsang outside of India. You have made 7

Satsang trips to the UK, 4 trips to Canada, 2 trips to Africa (Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania), four trips to Australia, 3 trips to

Dubai, Bahrain-1, and 29 Satsang visits to the USA. You nurtured Satsang in the USA, Australia, Canada, UK and Africa by

blessing the construction of temples by local organizations and saints.

In addition, you have made 2758 Satsang visits to villages, 8 Satsang seminars exclusively for saints, 93 Satsang seminars

for children, youth and adult devotees'. This shows your keen interest in supporting various aspects of Satsang for

generationsto come.

In addition, you have encouraged volunteers and organizers of various grand Satsang celebrations - like: Shri Harikrishna

Maharaj - 1, Shri Harikrishna Maharaj - 2, Shri Harikrishna Maharaj - 3, Shri Raghuvirji Maharaj, Dholera, Sarangpur,

Neelkanthdham, Junagadh, Gadhpur, Suvarna Shikhar, Suvarna Mandir Inauguration, RustambaghMurti Pratishtha

Mohotsav, Vachanamrut Bicentenary Mohotsav, SardharMurti Pratishtha Mohotsav. You have also enhanced the glory of

Ahmedabad- Gadi Purodaru Shastri Purti Mahotsav by your presence.

» You havealso conducted courtesy calls on social, political, youth dignitaries and established mutual dialogue with them.

As per your instructions, PujyaGadiwalashree also initiated 246tyagibaheno. Presently, there are more than 427 sankhya
yogi baheno with PujyaGadiwala. PujyaGadiwala is also nurturing Satsang by participating in various events. By
PujyaGadiwala, major events like Surat - 3, Malsar -1, Droneshwar - 1, Chardham - 1, Vadtal-1, Sarangpur - 1, Shibir at
Naimisharanya have taken place. In addition, PujyaGadiwala has attended Sakotsavs, shibirs, Katha-parayans and satsang
eventsin hundreds of villages.
We congratulate you with our sincere regards for the golden achievements during your reign.
Jay Shree Swaminarayan,
Sadhu Shukdevprasad on behalf of Sahitya Prakashan Committee, Vadtal.
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“Sarvavatar Dhartar Bhakti Mukti Pradayakam.
Vandeham Swestadevam Ta Harikrishna Manoharam Il "

| _PREFACE 4

O Beloved Saints and Devotees! The eighteenth century was a time of great chaos and anarchy. During that time,

theprevailing rule was that the one with might wins. In the land of Gujarat social vices, robberies, immoralities and atrocities

were common. The kings, who were supposed to be the protectors of people, actually were the
cause and instigators of chaos and atrocities.Superstition was very prevalent at many levels in
society. Saints and ordinary peoplewere suffering from the torment of demonic people in
society.

Devotees! In such a difficult time, for the upliftment and salvation of countless souls,
the supreme God who is known as Adinarayan, Purna Purushottam in scriptures, incarnated on
the Earth and was known as Swaminarayan Bhagavan.

Je Hari Aksharbrahma adhar, par koi nav lahe re lol;
Jene shesh sahasramukh gay, nigam neti kahe re lol."
- Premanand Swami,

O devotees! The main reason for Parabrahma Paramatma to incarnate on the earth is

to fulfill the pious wishesof His loving devotees, and to liberate countlesssouls.

L

O devotees! Lord Swaminarayan says in the Vachanamrut Gadhada | — 78, “God - who transcends Akshar, who is

beyond mind and speech, and who isimperceptible. The same God, out of compassion, resolves 'May all the enlightened and

unenlightened people in Mrutyulok behold me.' Having resolved in this manner — so, out of compassion He becomes

perceivable to all.”As Vairagyamurti Sadguru Shri Nishkulanand Swami writes in Bhaktinidhi:
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Apa iccha'saviya, karava kotikétina kalyana. (1) What is Vadtaldham?
Daya dilamarhani dayalé, ténamsu hu karu vakhana 3. '
Leriavyaaja lé'rama, ati meé'r kari mé'rabana.
Anéka jiva asritané, apava abhayadana.

-Bhaktanidhi Kadvu-1

O devotees! Mahaprabhu Shri Hariji Maharaj, due to immense compassion on

the men and women of this Kali Yuga, manifested on the Earth in the village of

Chhapaiya in Uttar Pradesh, India. He manifested in human form on April 2",
1781at10:10pm.

O devotees! After staying in Chhapaiya for three years, He moved to
Ayodhya with His parents Dharmadev and Bhaktimata. When He was 11
years,9 months and 1 day, He decided to leave Ayodhya for the forest.
His visits and presence at various holy places added religious
significance to those holy places.

O devotees! After 7 years, 1 month and 11 days of travelling
and pilgrimage throughout India, He arrived in the village of Lojpur
of Guarat, India. There,He accepted Sadguru Ramanand Swami as
His Guru and was initiated as a saint in the village Piplana. Later, in

Jetpur, the Ramanand Swami installed Him as the leader of his
followers. Shortly after, Ramanand Swami left his human body. On the

fourteenth day following Ramanand Swami leaving his human body
(December 31, 1801), Shri Hariji, while addressing His followers,
announced His name as Swaminarayan and instructed the followers of the

sect to chant “Swaminarayan”. At the time, the sect was known as Uddhav

Vadtaldham means Akshardham on the earth.

sect. Following this event, the sect became known as the Swaminarayan sect.

O devotees! After becoming the leader of Uddhav Sampraday and visiting Vadtaldhamis the capital of the Swaminarayan sect.

regions like Sorath, Kathiawar, Kanam, Zhalawad etc., Swaminarayan Bhagwan Vadtaldhamiis the land sanctified by the holy steps of the manifested Lord.

decided to make Vadtal, a village in Charotar region, a place of significant religious Vadtaldham is the abode of Shri Harikrishna Maharaj forever.

importance. It is now known as 'Vadtaldham'. Vadtaldham is the place of manifestation of Shikshapatri Shastra.

PP S T TR TR

Vadtaldham is the main center of obedience and worship.
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Shree Harikrushna Maharaj
Vadtaldham

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

Vadtaldhamisthe beloved abode of Lord Swaminarayan.
Vadtaldhamisthe favorite abode of Yogiraj Gopalananda Swami.
Vadtaldham s the place where mother Mahalakshmi performed penance.

Vadtaldhamis the abode where Dwarikadhish came and stayed forever.

Vadtaldham is the only place where manifested God has installed His form
by Himself.

Vadtaldham is the place where the two Acharya Maharajs were anointed
very first time.

Vadtaldham s the place where spiritual aspirants take saint-initiation.
Vadtaldhamisthe birthplace of BhaktarajJoban Pagi.
Vadtaldham s the birthplace of Bhaktaraj Bapubhai.

Vadtaldhamisthe place where Swaminarayan Bhagwan's prasadi itemsarestored.

Vadtaldham is the village where satsang flourished by Mahamukta
Muktanand Swami.

Vadtaldham is the supreme abode sanctified by the holy steps of the many
holy paramhansas.

Vadtaldham is a holy shrine adorned with many historical places of holy
association with the manifested God.

Vadtaldham s the place of occurrence of twenty Vachanamruts.

Vadtaldham is the holy place where Gomtiji came from Dwarika and
resides.

Vadtaldham is the abode resounding with the Swaminarayan Mahamantra
continuously.

Vasya jaham aksarana nivasi, té tulyata kona kahe ja kast;
mahatmya ténum manamarh vicare, dvaravatiné valati visare.
- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.5

Vrtapura mahima kahyo na jaya, kadi mukha sésa sahasra kalpa gaya;
vrsasutatani mukhya gadi jyam ché, tribhuvana tattva anéka tirtha tyam che.

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.13
14

(2) Vadtal Mandir means

Vadtal Mandir means a temple built by the order of Shri Hariji
Vadtal Mandir means a temple whose groundbreaking ceremony was performed by Shri Hariji.
Vadtal Mandir means the magnificent temple built by Brahmanand Swami.
Vadtal Mandir means the temple built under the supervision of Shri Hariji.
Vadtal Mandir means the great temple where the foundation was laid with 900,000 bricks.
Vadtal Mandir is a beautiful temple adorned with nine peaks.
Vadtal temple is a spectacular temple of Lord Laxminarayan, where the deities were installed by Shri Hariji.
Vadtal temple is the beautiful temple of Upasya Ishtadev Shri Harikrishna Maharaj.
Vadtal temple is the temple where Shri Hari carried bricks during construction.
Vadtal temple is the temple constructed by the service of saints, parshads and satsangis.
Vadtal temple is the temple adorned by the places of many incarnations.
Vadtal temple is the temple adorned with statues that came alive with Shri Hariji's glance.
Vadtal temple means temple where Shri Hariji assumed multiple forms to perform Aarti.
Vadtal temple is the place where the spiritual aspirants achieve liberation.

15



(3) Vadtaldham: King of Pilgrimage

Eka trajavé tirtha hajaré, bija trajavé varatala dharé;
dhama vaikuntha adi dharaya, toya varatala tulya na thaya.

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.13

O devotees! Hindustan is an invaluable treasure of
pilgrimages. Many countries of the world are full of
materialism, but pilgrimages are rarely found. There are 31
long Nile-like rivers. Yet, no one calls them pilgrimage sites
because the manifested Lord never bathed in their waters.
On the other hand, there is Gomti Lake in Vadtaldham, in
which Lord Swaminarayan bathed many times, giving it the
special status of a pilgrimage site. Thus, the long rivers, like

Nile or Amazon, or huge lakes, like Victoria and Michigan, do
not have the prestige of Gomti.

O devotees! Due to the holy steps of God and holy

saints in the holy land of India, pilgrimage sites are scattered everywhere in India. Even among
these, there are some pilgrimage sites whose glory even Sheshaji cannot describe with his
thousand tongues. One such pilgrimage is to Vadtaldham because Lord Swaminarayan, who
manifested Himself, sanctified the whole land of the village with his holy footsteps 45 times!
Duetothis, Vadtal village is also called Vadtaldham and Tirthraj.

O devotees! There are many pilgrimage sites in India. Sixty-eight among them are
considered to be the main ones. Among those, Ayodhya, Mathura, Haridwar, Kashi, Kanchi,
Ujjain and Dwarika are considered to be the seven best. The biggest pilgrimages are to
Rameshwaram - Badrinath - Jagannathpuriand Dwarika.

O devotees! The Dwarika Tirtha is considered to be the best tirtha among the 68 Tirthas,
7 Puries and 4 Dhams. At the request of our saint Sachchidananda Swami, the main deity of
Dwarika shrine, Ranchodrai, himself resides in Vadtal along with pilgrimage sites like Gomti etc.
Therefore, itis notan exaggeration to call Vadtaldham the best pilgrimage site.

16

(4) Importance of Prasadi-places

Prabhupada raja hoya jeha thamé, aja bhava adi taham svasisa name;

punita karana tirtha tyam ganaya, bahu mahima mukhatht kahyo na jaya
- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.6

O devotees! Vadtaldham is the name of the earth which is sanctified by the
Charnarvind of Sakshat Purna Purushottam Shri Swaminarayan Bhagwan. What can be
said about the uniqueness of the Vadtaldham? That is why Acharya Shri Viharilalji
Maharaj says, “In the place where the manifested form of the supreme God walked, the
Creator Himself Brahmaji and the god of destruction Mahadev come to worship in such a
glorious land. That is why even Sadguru Nishkulanand Swami describes the glory of the
Lord's Charanrajin the Purushottam Prakash.

Dhan'ya bhimika bhagya amita ré, tha'l haricarané ankita re.

Dhan'ya dhan'ya & $é'ri bajara re, jiyarn hari pharya bahuvara rée.
Dhan'ya ghara 6sari anganam ré, jiyarn pagalam thayam prabhu tanam re.
Juvé sarvé sthala & sambhari re, éka ékatht kalyanakari re.
caranarajé bharyarm bharapira ré, sparasé raja karé duhkha diira rée.
Tiyarh papi taje ko'l prana ré, té pana pamé pada nirvana re.

Purushottam Prakash 26/29

O devotees! As stated in the above lines, not a single corner of the land of Vadtal
village is without God's association. Nishkulanand Swami writes that no matter how sinful
a person is, if he dies in the place of God's grace, he will not be degraded, but will attain
liberation. Those who have been allowed to live in such a holy place should appreciate
theirimmense fortune and be grateful to ShriHarikrishna Maharaj.

O devotees! Swaminarayan came to Vadtaldham 45 times, stayed for many days,
went from house to house, and also visited the farmland around the village. Everything in
and around Vadtaldham has a connection to God. So all of us should visit and take
advantage of the holy place Vadtal.

17
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Shree Harikrushna Maharaj
Vadtaldham

~ (5) Features of Vadtaldham -

O devotees! Every religion or denomination in the world has its own
unique characteristics. There are many sects in Hinduism and even those
sects have different ideologies. Every denomination will have some unique
features. Accordingly, | present to you some of the features of Vadtaldham
withinthe Swaminarayan sect.

O devotees! Lord Swaminarayan has built six big temples during His
time on this Earth. Various main deities are worshiped in each temple, but
Lord Swaminarayan has installed his own form, Shri Harikrishna Maharaj,
onlyinVadtal. Thatis the uniqueness of Vadtal.

O devotees! Another feature is that the Acharyas were established in
Vadtal. The third special feature is that Shikshapatri Granth was composed
in Vadtaldham. The fourth special feature is that Dwarikadhish
Ranchodraiji has come from Dwarika to reside along with Gomtiji etc. in
Vadtal. Dwarikadhish stays within the idol of Narayan and Gomtiji lives in
Dharu Lake. Hence, the lake is called Gomtiji. The fifth feature is that the
command to take the seal of Taptamudra was given in Vadtal. It is
mentioned in the Harililamrut Granth as follows: Shriji Maharaj, while
commanding all the saints and devotees, says:

Vrttala dvaramatitht visésa, ché laksminarayana dvarikesa;
a gomati uttama tirthadévi, anhim ja $ankhadika chapa lévi.
Jé taptamudra ahirh avi lése, daré dariné jamada rahésé;
téné ja satsangi ganisa maro, maté tameé sau jana chapa dharo.

- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.44

O Bhakto! The sixth feature is that Shri Hari designated Vadtal to be
the place for two annual grand festivities: Karthiki Samiyo and Chaitri
Samiyo. That is why Rampratapbhai and Ayodhya Prasadji Maharaj from
Ahmedabad also used to come to Vadtaladham with saints and devotees to
jointhese two festivities.
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(6) Place of Lakshmii's penance

O devotees! In Vadtaldham, why did Lord Swaminarayan
make a lotus-shaped temple and install Shri Lakshminarayandev?
Let me tell you the history behind it. The glory of Vadtal will be
specially understood by knowingits history.

O devotees! In the past, Brahmaji's son Bhrigu Rishi and his
wife Khyatadevi stayed in the forest near their ashram on the
banks of Narmada river (in Bharuch) and started worshiping
goddess Mahalakshmi. Pleased by their worship, Lakshmiji asked
the couple to ask for anything. So they both asked, "Incarnate as a
daughtertous." Then Lakshmiji granted theirwish.

O devotees! In time, Lakshmiji appeared as the daughter of
Bhrigu Rishi and his wife Khyatadevi. However, due to God's maya,
the couple forgot that their daughter is really the incarnation of
Mahalakshmi. During the daughter's youth, Naradji came to their
ashram. So the parents asked about their daughter's future. As if
Lakshmiji herself had come under the cover of Maya, she also
asked Naradji about her fate and asked for his blessing for a proper
husband. Naradji stated, “For you, the right partner is Vishnu

Shree Lakshmi Narayandev - Vadtaldham

(God). One who does great penance will get Vishnu as her husband.” Lakshmiji agreed, and asked for a proper place to do

penance. Naradji showed her a place called Hedamba forest and asked her to worship Shri Krishna there. The place Naradiji

pointed out, Hedamba forest, is Vadtaldham.

Rama naradané pagé lagi, vara joda pota tulya magi.
Tyaré bolya narada rsiraya, tunja yogya to visnu ganaya;
tapa ugra karyum hoya jyaré, téné vispu malé vara tyarée.
Kaheé laksm1 kahyurh tamé kharurh, kaho kyam ja'iné tapa karum?
Kahé narada sambhala ba'i, tapabhimi kahum sukhada'r.
Mahisagara né veétravati, triji sabhramati karé gati.
Téha tranéna madhyé pavana, hitakari ché hédamba vana;
tamé tyarnh rahiné tapa kari, haiyé dhyana $rikrsnanum dharo.

- Shree Harililamrut K.5, V.20
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O devotees! The place that Naradji showed is the same place of the temple of Vadtaldham today! Lakshmiji went to
Hedamba forest and started doing her penance under the huge Bordi tree. The spot where the Bordi tree stood, is the same
spot where the temple is today. Then, Narayan appeared and asked how to direct his blessings. Then Lakshmiji asked: "Marry
me and keep me in your service forever." Pleased with Lakshmiji, Narayan asked for an additional way to bless her. Then,
Lakshmiji wished to see their (Lakshmiji and Narayan) temple at that spot. Also, she wished that at the temple, people may
pray and do penance to fulfill their worldly and spiritual aspirations.

Kamala kahé karunanidhana, mané valurh lagé ché a sthana;
anhi mandira motum racaya, témarm apani murti thapaya.
tirtha sarvopari a ganaya, karé punya aksayaphala thaya.
Karé icchathi jo anusthana, pamé té dhana dhan'ya santana;
muni mota asrama kari rahé, tirtha karava brahmadika cahe.
Karé bhakti thariné a thameé, moksa'arthi té moksané pame;

- Shree Harililamrut K.5, V.20

O devotees! Lord Narayana was pleased and said: "During the upcoming Kali Yuga, the Lord of Akshardham,
Purushottam Narayan, will appear on this earth. In order to fulfill the wish, Lord Swaminarayan will build a magnificent
temple where the Bordiis, and he will install our idols —Lakshminarayan.

So as promised by Narayan, Swaminarayan Bhagavan built this temple and installed the idols of Lakshminarayan. This
temple has become world famous today. The name of the temple is 'Vadtaldham Swaminarayan Temple', but in the central

part of the temple, under the main peak, Shri Lakshminarayan Dev is installed. Lakshmiji and Narayan wanted to reside in this

place. 20

O devotees! Lord Swaminarayan, during his childhood, performed
penance in the Himalayas and consecrated pilgrimages to the North,
East and South side of India. On Monday, 12th day of the bright half of
Fagan, Samvat 1855, He arrived at Vadtal. He visited the Hanumaniji
temple located near Vadtal. Atthattime Varni was 18 years old.

O devotees! Varniraj was sitting there, after seeing Hanumaniji. At
that time, Joban Pagi, a Vadtal village native who was regarded as a
world-famous robber, came there. Although Joban Pagi was a raider, he
had reverence for monks and saints. Thus, he folded his hands to
= J Varniraj and said: "Jogiraj! If you agree to stay in our village, | can

: arrange a place for you to live. Hearing this, Varniraj replied, “l am on a
pilgrimage now, but when | come back to this place, | will stay at your place.”
Then, Varniji went to Joban Pagi's place to cook food and rested in the Devkaran Pagi's house.

Sunt S$rihari lagya ucarava, maré javurh ché tiratha karava;

amé avasurh valatam jyaré, gama rahésum tamaré ja tyare.

Pacht ja'l té paginé bhavana, bhavé randhiné kidhurh bhojana;

dévakarana pagi tané ghéra, podhya é€kantani jani péra.

- Shree Harililamrut K.3, V.17
O devotees! After Lord settled in the satsang, He came to Vadtal 45 times. Once
Shriji Maharaj visited Hanumaniji's temple and placed both his hands on Hanumaniji's
head, making him “prasadi”. So this Hanumanijiis special. The lake next to this temple is

also special as Shriji Maharaj has bathed in it many times. It is described in the
Sriharililamrut Granth.

Gamathi pirva disanurh talava, témarm nahya manohara mava;
ghanivara tyam natavara nathé, jalakéli kari sakha satheé.
Hanumanani déri ché tira, taham bétha ché syamasarira;
hanumana prasadina karya, tént marati upara kara dharya.

i\
I

Samaiyaneé diné ékavara, avya darsané loka apara;

hanumanané dhabé biraji, krsné darsana sauné didhanji.
- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.18

i
I

. ‘l
b
:

21




(8) A Sage of Badrikashram in Vadtal

Once an accomplished sage of Badrikashram went on a pilgrimage in the guise

of a hermit. He visited Vadtal while visiting many pilgrimage sites. The sage came to

the spot of the present temple. At that time, there was a huge Bordi tree in there.
Seeing the tree, the sage stopped beneath the tree. Because he knew the past,
present, and future, he knew everything about the Bordi.

O devotees! In Vadtal village, Bapubhai, also known as Kuberdas Patel,
and his son Ranchodbhai were both mumukshu. They were very serious about
their desire to find and see the manifested God. They were eager to serve any
holy saints with the intent to get blessings to achieve their goal of seeing the
manifested God. When Bapubhai and his son found out about the arrival of the sage,
/ they immediately came to the Bordi and invited the hermit to their house to serve him
~"with reverence.

O devotees! This ascetic sage of Badrikashram used to sleep in Bapubhai's Madi and during the
day he used to give discourses sitting under the tree. Once a blind man named Bhagwandas came to the hermit and
requested him to make him see again. So he did! Recognizing him as such a capable sage, both Bapubhai and Ranchodbhai
continued to serve him with great reverence. Seeing the service of the father and son, the hermit asked them to ask for a
blessing. So both of them asked: “Give us such blessings that we may see the manifested God. We do not want worldly
happiness.” Then the hermit said: "The creator of the universe has taken a male incarnation. Today, he travels in Sorath,
doing welfare of millions of people. In a few months, He will come to the village named Bochasan. You may recognize Him by
observing 16 holy markings on his feet.”

Koti brahmandana karanara, téné lidho ché nara avatara;
aja sorathamam vicaré ché, koti jananarm kalyana karé cheé.
Thoda masamarh sundara sama, avasé té bocasana gama;
solé cihna caranamarh janaya, téthi janajo té jagaraya.

- Shree Harililamrut K.5, V.18
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(9) Shri Hariji came to Bapubhai home

O devotees! After giving the blessing, the sage went back to Badrikashram AL TR e R e
without telling anyone. Both the devotees frequently travelled to Bochasan and " 1 T TR
to check if the manifested God had arrived or not. Then one day they learned
that Lord Swaminarayan had arrived at Kashidasbhai's house in Bochasan village.
Immediately, both Bapubhaiand Ranchodbhai went to Bochasan and kneeled down _
bowing to Shriji Maharaj. There, the Lord exposed His feet, so both of them saw the 4 "
sixteen signs! I

O devotees! They saw the sixteen divine signs, so both of them became /
firmintheir devotion to Shriji Maharaj. At that time, Mulji Brahmachari requested
Shriji Maharaj to come for dinner, so Maharaj left for dinner. Later, He called the
two devotees and gave them a plate of prasadi. After the meal, there was satsang
and then, the Lord retired for the night. In the morning, Shriji Maharaj came
and satin the satsang sabhainthe morning. At that time, by the will of the Lord,
Bapubhai and Ranchodbhai saw the glorious image of the Lord and entered a
trance. Through the trance, they experienced Akshardham and saw the Lord
accompanied by many Muktas.

Juvé ché varatala nivasi, téjomaya prabhuni chabi bhasi;
te'o béeyané thai tyam samadhi, jéma jogakala hoya sadhr.
Jainé jo'iyum aksaradhama, ditha tyarh pana srighanasama;
nara aksara sama koti dasa, ubha seévamarh srihari pasa.
Brahma visnu né rudra ganaya, évané to na darsana thaya;

- Shree Harililamrut K.5, V.19

O devotees! Then both of them came out of the Samadhi (trance) and talked about Akshardham to the other devotees sitting
there, surprising everyone. The two devotees then requested Shriji Maharaj to come to Vadtal. Then Maharaj said: “You go to Vadta
today, we will come tomorrow.”

O devotees! In Vadtal, both father and son made preparations for the Lord's arrival. When the Lord arrived, He settled under the
shade of the Bordi tree after bathing in the Gangajalia well with the saints. He offered the fruits of the tree to Lalji and He ate some too
At that time, Bapubhai came there with the musicians of Vadtal and their instruments. He led the procession of the Lord along with the
saints to his house.

O devotees! Shriji Maharaj first arrived in Vadtal in Samvat 1855. He was in Varnivesh at the time and no one believed Him to be
God. Five years passed and now, when He came to Bapubhai's house, the number of people around Gujarat who believed ir
Swaminarayan Mahaprabhu as God had reached the thousands, increasing day by day.

O devotees! Bapubhai had eight sons. They all became followers of Lord Swaminarayan. Bapubhai was the first to become -
satsangi in Vadtal and he was the first to bring Lord Swaminarayan to Vadtal. The Lord stayed in their home many times. Bapubha
served SriHariji and the saints with his body, mind, and money.
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(10) Bhaktaraj Vasan Sutar

Sara sutara vasana nama, avya té katha sunava kama;
daivi jiva mumuksu ché teha, thaya tarata ja asrita eha.
Kara jodiné vinati kari, maré ghéra padharo S$rthari;
tyaré bhaktavatsala bhagavana, gaya téha sutarané sthana.

- Shree Harililamrut K.5, V.219

O devotees! After Vasan Sutar became a satsangi, Shriji Maharaj used to come to his house many times. For
this reason, his house is considered highly important among the places that came in contact with Lord
Swaminarayan. Shriji Maharaj was very happy with Vasan Sutar. In his old age, Vasan Sutar had dedicated his
house to Shriji Maharaj. At present, shankhya yogi sisters are using the place for devotional service.

O devotees! In the house, where Shrihari would sit, currently there is an altar with a portrait of Shreeji
enshrinedinit. The Lord's sandals have also been placed there as well. These sandals were revered by Virajadevi,
wife of Acharya Shri Raghuvirji Maharaj. Thus, this house is compared to Vasudeva-Narayan Orda of Gadhpur as

describedin Harililamrut.

Vall vasana nameé sutara, prasadinum ché énurm agara;
vasudéva narayana keéro, jé ché orado punita ghanéro.
Gadhapura manhi té to pramano, évurn vasananurh ghara jano.

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.17
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(11) Ideal Bhakt Joban Pagi

O devotees! When people think about
Vadtal of the Charotar province of Garvi Gujarat,
they experience peace in their hearts because
the omnipotent Shri Harikrishna Maharaj, the
source of all incarnations, is present there.
Devotees like Joban Pagi and Bapubhai get credit
for this glory of Vadtal. Today, "Narasimha
Mehta's Kartal, Gandhiji's hadtal (i.e. strike) and
Lord Swaminarayan's Vadtal" are famous in the
world.

O devotees! Vadtal's Joban Pagi was a
formidable robber, but later he became an ideal
devotee. The story of his previous lives is written
in the 123rd chapter of the book "Unmatta
Ganga Mahatmya". Let me give a brief glimpse of

it here.

O devotees! He was born to the respected Kshatriya caste in his last birth, but he became Kusangi due to the company
of sinful people. Then, repenting for his sins, he came in contact with a holy saint and got a blessing, "In the next birth, you will
find the manifested God”.

O devotees! This time his birth parents were Bhayabhai Pagi and Vakhatba. He was born in Samvat year 1831. He was
named Joban. Growing up, again due to the company of unprincipled characters, he turned to the path of theft, robbery and
violence.

O devotees! During Samvat 1855, he saw Nilkanth Prabhu for the first time in Vadtal, but his life did not change. The

second time, during 1860, when Swaminarayan Bhagwan was received by Bapubhai Patidar in Vadtal, Joban Pagi came at
night to steal Prabhu's horse, but could not take the horse because of Rayjibhai.

O devotees! Later, Mahamukta Muktanand Swami arrived and settled in Vadeu Mata's temple in Vadtal. When Joban
Pagi came there, Swami gave him thal prasadi and he listened to the spiritual discourses given by Muktanand Swami. Many
became satsangis by just listening to the words of Muktanand Swami. It was said that Muktanand Swami's words can even
melt stones.
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(12) Maharaj at Joban Pagi's house

O devotees! Joban Pagi felt good about Muktanand Swami and liked what he had to say. He
accepted Muktanand Swami as his Guru, but he was not ready to change course and lead a spiritual life.
His sins were immense and required a lot more than one encounter with Muktanand Swami.

O devotees! In Samvat 1866, Swaminarayan Bhagvan was performing a big yagna in a nearby village
named Dabhan. Joban Pagi went there at night to steal horses, but whenever he thought he was ready to
steal, he found Shri Hariji nearby attending to the horse. He tried for three consecutive nights, but
whenever he got close to a horse or mare, he saw Shri Hariji massaging them.

“Tran divasna bhiikhya tarasha, nayane nidra nav kari;
Avine juve ashvane, tya ghode ghode ditha Hari.”

Bhaktchintamani : 59
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O devotees! Then, on Posh Sud 10th, Joban Pagi went to the Shri Hariji and
accepted his shelter. Then on the way home, his mind wandered. He said to himself,
“When | reach Vadtal and see Shriji Maharaj sitting at my Madi's window, then he is a true
God!”

to hum atyanta ananda pami, janum éhané antarajami.
Pachi jyam nija sérimam pétha, ditha srihari bari'eé bétha;
roma harsa thayo akhé ange, avyarh prémanarh ansu umange

- Shree Harililamrut K.7, V.12

O devotees! Joban Pagi arrived in Vadtal with his colleagues and came to his Madi.
There he saw Shri Hariji sitting in the Madi's window! So, tears of love flowed from his

eyes. Then, he had no doubt; he surrendered everything, body-mind and wealth to Shri
Hariji and became a staunch devotee. These events are recorded in the scriptures of the sect.
Especiallyinthe book called 'Bhakt-Akhyan' published from Kundal Dham.

“Haribhakta tanam akhyana, suniyé tha'iné savadhana;

tethi téna jeva guna ave, priti prabhupadamam upajave.
Eva bhaktanum akhyana gaya, énurm antara nirmala thaya;
éva thaya harijana jéha, téno suphala thayo naradéha.

- Shree Harililamrut K.7, V.76, K.3,V.16 A8
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(13) Bamroli's Rayan Tree

O devotees! Bamroli village is located next to Vadtal. There was a
good devotee named Takhapagi in Bamroli. In Samvat 1860, when
Muktanand Swami came to preach satsang in Vadtal, Takhapagi became a
satsangi. He then took Muktanand Swami to Bamrolivillage. There were also

many other new devotees due to Swami's intercourse.

O devotees! Due to the request of devotees, Lord Swaminarayan has
visited Bamroli many times. His first visit was in Samvat 1862. In the farm of
Takhapagi, there was a rayan tree. Shri Hari spent a night under that tree. In
the morning, ShriHari brushed his teeth and took a bath with the water from
anearby well before performing His morning rituals under that tree.

O devotees! Takhapagi took some of the water used by Shri Hari and
poured it back into the well. Thus, the well is considered holy too. The men
and women of Bamroli drank water from that well. As a result, many men and

women have become devotees.

O devotees! As usual, Shri Hariji sat on the decorated cot under the
rayan tree and provided discourses. One day, Takhapagi insisted that Shri

Hariji take a meal there, but Maharaj desired to return to Vadtal. So the
devotees brought baskets of mangoes and begged the Lord to eat. Seeing

their price, the Lord distributed the meal and other mangoes to the saints who came with them.

O devotees! In Samvat 1866, Shri Hariji came to Bamroli to Takha Pagi's house. From there, he went to a nearby village
named Mahadiapara. Again in Samvat 1870, due to the insistence of Takha Pagi, He went to Bamroli and ate ras-poli along

with the saints and devotees who came with Him.

Even in the Asho month of Samvat 1871, Shri Hariji celebrated Sharad Purnima in Bamroli and had milk, sugar and

pauva. Then, they tied a swingtothe “rayan” tree and rocked Shri Hari while saints sang the kirtans of the festival.
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(14) Swing for Maharaj on Rayan Tree

O devotees! In Samvat 1872, Shri Hariji had come to Bamroli at the

request of Takha Pagi after celebrating a grand Fuldol Utsavin Vadtal. In
Bamroli, santo tied a swing and rocked Shri Hariji for a long while.
Then, Shri Hari, saints and haribhakto played with colored
powder. He then bathed using water from the well on the east
side, thereby making the well holy.

O devotees! In the same year, in the month of Vaishakh, Lord
Shri Hari visited Bamroli due to Takha Pagi's request. Even then, the
devotees tied a swing on the branch of the Rayan tree and rocked
Shri Hariji and pleased him. During this visit, a ras-rotli meal was
prepared for Shri Hariji. He ate and took a nap. When he woke up,
Takha Pagi said “Maharaj! Mangoes were brought here in eight
carts for the Rasotsav. All the saints and devotees have eaten, but
there are still many mangoes left. So give the mangoes to all the
saints and devotees with your hands.” Then Shri Hariji distributed

those mangoesto allthe saints and devotees.

O devotees! In the year 1879, the construction of Vadtal temple
was going well. At that time, Shri Hariji had a great time on Vasant
Panchami by inviting devotees from all over the satsang country. At that
event, Takha Pagi from Bamroli said to Shri Hariji: “O Krupanath! Please come to
Bamroli and fulfill the desires of our devotees. In my village, throw a celebration so that
people of our village will see you and have an opportunity to serve you. Such celebrations will be
recorded in scriptures and my village will become a pilgrimage destination. It will be visited by saints and

devoteesforyearstocome.”

O devotees! Hearing the heartfelt request of Takha Pagi, He went to Bamroli with saints and devotees and
performed a grand Rangotsav under the rayan tree. Then, Shri Hariji went to Jalamji Pagi's place in Mahudiapara. Thus, Shri

Hariji had come to Bamroli many times, making it a pilgrimage destination. One must go there for darshan.
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(15) History of Bamroli Kothi

O devotees! The nature of Swaminarayan Bhagavan was very kind. He
cannot see anyone's suffering. Even after seeing the sorrow of non-
devotees, He used to get concerned. Thus, how can he not be concerned

about the sorrow of devotees?

O devotees! The famine of Samvat 1869 is called Agnotero Kal
according to the scriptures of the sect. The year before the Agnotero Kal, Shri
Hariji informed the whole satsang, “There is going to be a terrible famine

nextyear, so store grains by selling jewelry or even selling cattle.”

"O devotees! Anyone who believed in Shri Hariji's words collected
food. At this point, Bamroli's devotees were also asked to collect grains, but
Takhapagi thought, "There is still enough time; | will collect grains later.”
Thus, he lost a whole year in carelessness and the famine started. The grain

supplyin his house slowly began to dwindle, worrying the family.

O devotees! At that time Bhaktavatsal Shri Hariji visited Bamroli and
went to Takha Pagi's house and asked about his food situation. His daughter
said: “Maharaj! About 10 kg of millet is left in the kothi (a grain storage container with an opening at the top and lower side).
The merciful Lord asked them to close the upper lid of the kothi and seal it with cow dung. He asked them to never open it
from the top, but to only collect millet from the side opening. From now on, you will not run out of millet to use for your
family or to give to the needy. Giving a boon like this, Shri Hariji placed both his hands on the kothi, and left for Vadtal.

Takhapagi became emotional hearing this and redoubled his worship.
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O devotees! In accordance with the blessing of Shri Hariji,
millet was extracted from the kothi the whole year and never
ran out. The next year there was plenty of rain and they

had enough grains to fill a few additional kothis.

O devotees! Shri Hariji similarly asked a few other

_ g™ satsangies to fill kothi with grains and seal it. Eventually, when
" | drought passed, all of those satsangies felt the urge to open the
| kothi and ran out of grains. Shri Hariji must have thought that if

they did not open the kothi, they would become lazy.

O devotees! Takha Pagi also opened the lid of the kothi

and saw that the amount of millet did not change since they
had sealed it a year ago. Later the millet was

depleted.

O devotees! This magical kothi is still
presentand on display for darshan at Bamroli
Temple. Bamroli village is about 2 KM from

Vadtal.
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(16) Prasadi Vadeu Mata

“Dharmasala vadé'u matani, prasadini ché té nathi chan;

muktananda adika muniraya, ghani vara utarata tyanya.

Narayanagara bavano matha, prasadino ché té to jhapata;
ghanivara birajya ché svami, sahajananda antarajami.
Ghanivara jamya giridhari, ghanivara sabha saji sari;
bhali gosa'ino bhava saro, muktanandadi karata utaro.

—Shree HarililamrutK.1, V.17

O devotees! As written in Shree Harililamrut, both Vadeu
Mata's Dharamshala and Narayangiri Math are located on the east
side of the main entrance to our temple. Shri Hariji has sprinkled
color on the Vadeu Mataji idol and done pujan of Mataji. Before
the Swaminarayan temple was built, these places were used by

-'_n

: saints during their stay in Vadtal.
O devotees! This Vadeu Mataji was worshiped by Gosai
devotee Narayangiri. The space next to Mataji's temple was known

as Narayangiri’s Manth. Narayangiri was a follower of

Swaminarayan Bhagavan and acted according to the Lord's
command. For the construction of our Vadtal temple, Narayangiri

provided the highest financial contribution.
O devotees! When Shri Hariji was in Vadtal to attend Chaitri-Samayo of Samvat 1862, Narayangiri invited Him to his
place and also provided a Malpudas and Dudhpak meal to Shri Hariji and the saints. Then, Narayan Giri offered Shri
Hariji a seat on a carousel, did His pujan with a flower garland, and had Shri Hariji mark his monastery grounds with

steps of Kanku.
O Devotees! Shri Hariji once landed at Narayangiri Math when he reached Vadtal from Gadhpur. It is
described in the Shree Harililamrut Granth,
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Narayanagara bavani médi, taharh 1a'1 gaya sau jana tédr;

karyo tyam radi rité utaro, rijhya jo'iné dharmadularo.

O devotees! Listen to the story of an occasion when Shri Hariji stayed at Narayangiri Math.
There was a lake in Vadtal near Ghela Hanuman, on the north-eastern side. There was also a mango tree there. On the branch

of the tree a swing was made and devotees requested the Lord to swing on it. But whenever Hariji went to sit, the swing was
found to be smaller. Immediately, Shri Hariji also reduced his body sizel! And sat on the swing.

Hato hindolo nano hé bhipa, nathe tyam dharyurn nanum svariipa;
jo't janamana vismita thaya, janyo s$riharind mahimaya.
Evam pavanakari pavitra, karé natha vicitra caritra;

- Shree Harililamrut K.7, V.47
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Eka sonaraki'i ché sari, prasadini kari ché murari;
valityam ché ruda vada béya, jano téha prasadina chéya.
Umaréthathi avata jyare, vada héthé utarata tyaré;
€ ja ku'i tanum jala pita, téthi janavi parama punita.

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.18

O devotees! About 2-3 km east from the temple,
there is a well. The well is known as 'Sonar Kui'. Lord Swaminarayan had drunk water from that well numerous times. There
are also two big banyan trees next to the well. On the way to Vadtal from Umreth, He had often paused there to rest and use
water from the well. So the well is very sacred and worth visiting.

“Jhamakuba sonarakia't avyam hatam”
O devotees! Zamkuba came from Udaipur to visit Shri Hariji in Gujarat. There are several opinions on where Zamkuba

first met ShriHarijiin person. In 'Abhutanand Swami's vato', this event is described in Vadtal.

O devotees! Abhutananda Swami writes, "While on the way from Udaipur to see Shri Hariji, Zamkuba met a Brahmin
who said, "l am also on my way to Gujarat. Let's walk together.” So she joined him and on the way the brahmin arranged for
her food and water. In a few days, both arrived in the vicinity of Vadtal and rested by the Sonar Kui.

O devotees! Disguised as the brahmin, Shriji Maharaj himself brought Zamkuba to Sonai Kui and said: “Vadtal village is
a little further along this road and Lord Swaminarayan resides there. You may continue; | will come a bit later.” (After saying
this, ShriHari, who was disguised as the brahmin, disappeared.)
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(18) Gopi Talav

“Tyanthi uttaré gopitalava, témam nahya manohara mava;
paunva diidha santoné jamadya, vali ratriyé rasa ramadya.
Evi 3 kari ché amilya, téthi té to vrndavana tulya.”

-Shree HarililamrutK.1, V.18

O devotees! Gopi Lake is located north of Sonai Kui. In this lake too, Lord Swaminarayan has bathed many times. After
Maharaj celebrated Sharad Purnima in Vadtal, Maharaj took the saints and devotees to the Gopi Lake and a structure (madvi)
was erected to perform Thakoriji's five aartis. Shri Hariji asked the saints to play raas. So that night, the saints sang the kirtans
of Sharad Poonam and played raas.

O devotees! The site of Gopi Lake has been likened to Vrindavan. 5100 years ago in Vrindavan, on the night of Sharad
Purnima, Shri Krishnachandra played His famous raas with the gopis. Similarly, at Gopi Lake in Vadtal, Shri Hariji also played
raas, but with saints. Thus, the saints are likened to the gopis and the place is likened to Vrindavan.
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: (19) Tadan Lake .

“Rasté ave jatam jodya gama, sarovara subhatadananama;
témarh santa sakha la't satha, ghanivara nahya muni natha.
téno pascimano jé kinaré, madhyabhaga kinarano saro;
dhammakula tano prathama mélapa, karyo té sthalamar prabhu apa.
Mate té sthala mahabhya moturh, nathi puskara rajathi choturn ;
pampa sarovaraté $a hisabe? Mana sarovarané pana dabé.”

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.18

O devotees! There is a lake on the east side of
Vadtal. South of that lake, there is a road to the village
named Jod. Onthatroad, thereis a lake named Tadan. Shri
Hariji has bathed in it many times with saints and
devotees.

O devotees! In the Dwapara Yuga, when Lord Krishna was living in Vrindavan as a child, on the day of Bhadarva Sud
Ekadashi, gopis were going to Mathura to sell butter. Krishna collected some butter from the gopis as tax. The gop-bals were
awe-struck and were very excited. They took Krishna on a boat ride. The shepherds, who were standing by the lake, got
cucumbers and gave them to Krishna. Krishna threw cucumber pieces in the air and the excited Gop-bals caught them in the
airand ate them.

O devotees! Shri Hariji used this event as a model for the annual Jal Jilani festival. Shri Hariji used to take Lalji to the
river or lake every year for a small boat ride, followed by five aartis there. He then offered cucumber slices to Lalji and tossed
those slices over the gathered saints and devotees.

O devotees! According to this tradition, in the month of Bhadarva, Shri Hariji was in Vadtal and took Thakorji to Tadan
Lake. This eventis described in Shree Harililamrut.

Avi jhilani tyarh ékadasi, vrsanandanané mana vasi;
sari rité saji asavari, gaya tadanasara giradhari.
Karyurh majjana témarh umange, jalakélr kari sakha sange;

- Shree Harililamrut K.7,V.48

O devotees! Apart from this, the other significance of Tadan Lake is that when the Dharmakul came from Chhapaiya-
Ayodhya to Vadtal for the first time, Shri Hariji welcomed them at Tadan Lake and met the family. This is why Tadan Lake is
called Double Prasadi; So gotosee this place knowingits prasadivalue.

36

(20) Dhana Talao - Chandan Talavadi

“Bhalo masa bhadaravo avyo, candra hasta naksatré suhavyo.
Upakarma kriya karavane, sodhi ekanta sribhagavang;
tévurh janiyurn dhanatalava, gaya tyarh manamohana mava.

- Shree Harililamrut K.7, V.48

O devotees! There are four Vedas in Hinduism:
Yajurveda, Atharvaveda, Rugved and Samaveda. The
saints and brahmins who belong to Samaveda change
their janoi on the 3rd day of the bright half of the
Bhadarva month. The rest of the Brahmins change their
janoion the fullmoon day of Shravan monthi.e. Balev.

O devotees! As mentioned in the scriptural
reference above, Shri Hariji was in Vadtal in the month of
Bhadarva, so he was looking for a secluded place to
change his janoi. Shri Hariji found that place: "Dhana Talao", also known as Chandan Talavadi. Since Dharmadev's Veda is
Samaveda and Shri Hariji was manifested as his son, He followed the Samaveda janoi changing schedule. So, the Lord came
to Dhana Lake to perform the ritual of changing the janoi. Also, ShriHariji and saints had bathed in the lake many times.

O devotees! On one occasion santo cooked a meal on the bank of Dhana Talao. Maharaj partook in the meal there,
followed by santo and bhakto. Joban Pagiarranged for the meal.

O devotees! Once, Shri Hariji arranged for veldu (a decorated bullock cart) and requested Muktanand Swami and
other Sadgurus tositinit. Then, Maharaj took the reins Himself and brought everyone to Dhana Talao. There, He bathed the
saints.

On one other occasion, Maharaj and saints walked from the temple to Dhana Lake. On the way, the saints were singing
and chanting happily. The saints sang kirtans till noon. Once they arrived, Maharaj and the saints bathed in the lake and
enjoyed water sports. Thatis why Dhana Lake is also a pilgrimage destination. Therefore, one should go there for bathing and
darshan. Lake Dhanais located a short distance from Lake Tadan.

“Dhan'ya dhan'ya té dhana talava, naya jé visé natavaranava;
jalakeli kart sakha sange, korarm vastra dharyarn pachi angée.”
- Shree HarililamrutK.7, V.47
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~ (21) Gangajalio Kuvo

O devotees! There are many rivers of
prasadi and wells of prasadi. Some of the
small rivers dry up in the summer, but have
water during the monsoon season. However,
there are wells whose water never dried up
since Shri Hariji bathed in them or used their

water. Such wells have special significance.

O devotees! There are many such wells

that never dried up after Shri Hariji's use. One

such well is 'Gangajalio Kuvo'. To this day,

there is no shortage of water in that well.

Thatis because itisthe water of prasadi.

O devotees! This Gangajalio Kuvo is behind the Sabha Mandap. The well was the main source
of water when there was no water facility in the temple. In the Samvat year 1869, during the

famine, the water level in the well was very low, worrying the saints.

O devotees! At that time Shri Hariji came to Vadtal from Gadhpur and went to Gangajalio
Kuvo and sat down. The saints drew water from the well and bathed the Lord. Then, Shri Hariji satin
a meditative posture near Baliyadev's place nearby. Suddenly, a fountain of water suddenly came

out of the well and the well overflowed.

O devotees! Those present there wondered what happened. Shri Hariji
explained: “Knowing our resolve, Gangaji has reached the well. Now on, this
well will never run out of water.” On that occasion, Shri Hariji named

the well Gangajalio Kuvo.
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“Cokamarh jianakipa ché jeha, maharajé khodavyo ché téeha;

bha'l ramadasé nija hatha, navaravya kipodaké natha.
Caranamrta té badhurn Ia'l, jianakipamam nakhiyurm ja';
dhan'ya dhan'ya kahur jiianakiipa, € t6 uttama tirtha anipa.” -

Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.15

O devotees! Behind the Vadtal temple, in front of 'Srihari Mandap' where Shri Hariji wrote Shikshapatri, a well was

dug by ShriHariji'sinstructions. The well was named 'Gyankup'.

O devotees! When water came in the well, Bhairamdas Swami, the first saint of Ramanand Swami,
drew water from Gyankup well and bathed Shri Hariji. Shri Hariji was pleased. While Maharaj was
taking a bath, swamiji took some water used by Shri Hariji and poured it back into the
Gyankup well. Thus, 'Gyan Kuvo' is a pilgrimage destination that one should do

darshan of with reverence.
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) o . O devotees! Then, Shri Hariji put on dry clothes and left the wet clothes for Sundariji. The bath water was poured into
(23) Sundar Pagi Kuvo . .
the well, so the well is prasadi well.

o o o o ) O devotees! The prasadi well is close to the north side of Vadtal railway station. That prasadi well is available for
Pagi jobanani barimanya, bahunami birajiné tyanya; darshan even today. One must visit there too.
rangé khéla karyo sakha sangé, pachi navané calya umange. . - . . . -

& 4 gs P 4 & O devotees! There are many wells in the vicinity of Vadtal. There, Maharaj has bathed with saints. Harililamrut has
Pagi sundarano kuvé jyanya, vicarya vrsanandana tyanya; documented some of these occasions as below:

nahya thalamam bésiné natha, gaya kirtana munijana satha.

Krpanathé koram vastra dharyam, rangavalam thalamam utaryar; Savaji kiivo ché vali sard, karata prabhu tyam to utaro;
haribhakto'e thalanum pani, nakhyum kiipamam prasadi jani. pachi tyanthil saji asavari, avata varatala murari.
- Shree HarililamrutK.7, V.40 Eka karnapagi tand kavo, bijo antdladasano javo;

O devotees! Once Shrihariji celebrated trijo jandiyd jé kahévaya, phajivalo t& cothd ganaya.

fuldolutsav festival in Gadhpur and then left for Téné boradivalo kahé ché, kava sarvé prasadina & ché.
Vadtal. When He arrived, He stayed at Joban Pagi's - Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.19
house. Knowing that Shri Hariji was to come to

Vadtal, devotees from the villages of Charotar had

already arrived in Vadtal.

O devotees! All gathered expecting a
rangotsav festival. Joban Bhakt had already
arranged for the colors. Then, at the request of all
gathered, Maharaj agreed to have the festival. On
the 7th day of the dark half of Phagan month,
Maharaj started the rangotsav. Maharaj sat at the

window of Joban Pagi's house. From the window,
Maharaj sprayed colors on all the saints and
devotees gathered.

Following the event, all went to the Sundar
Pagi's farm in wet and colored clothes to bathe in
the well's water. Sundar Pagi was Joban Pagi's

brother. Maharaj also bathed there. The saints

pleased Maharaj by performing kirtan bhakti.
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: (24) Khodiyar Mata .

f-¥ “Radi sonaraku'l jé kaht, tyantht daksinamam ju'o sah;

i kharimataché tyam khodiyara, taham vicarya ché dharmakumara.
Ranga utsava gamamarh kari, ghodé bési padhariya hari,
pagi jobana adika mitra, hata sathé té parama pavitra.
Chantyo jé khodiyarané ranga, karyu rangamarh rasabasaanga;
tethi bhakta tha'i té to dévi, téni vata suno kahur kévi.”

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.19

O devotees! About two kilometers from the Vadtal

temple, there is Sonar Kui. South of Sonar Kui is a small

temple of Khodiyar Mata. The Mata was worshiped by
Joban Pagi's family. Shri Hariji had often visited the place. Once, after holding a grand Rangotsav, Shri Hariji took the saints
and devotees with him to the Joban Pagi's Wadi. Maharaj saw the Mata's temple and inquired about it. Joban Pagi explained
that the Mataji is revered by his family and ancestors. Then the Lord said: 'Joban Bhagat! Today, | am making her my devotee.
Saying this, Maharaj blessed Mataji and squeezed out color from His color-soaked clothes and sprinkled the prasadi color on

Mataji'sidol. So, Khodiyar Devi became a devotee!

O devotees! After a while, a person named Bhil thought, 'If this wish of mine is fulfilled, | will sacrifice an animal in front
of Khodiyar Mata!' With such thoughts, he fell asleep. Khodiyar Mataji appeared in his dream at night and said: "Bhil Bhakt,
listen. Now | have become a devotee of Lord Swaminarayan. The Lord has sprinkled His color on me and made me a devotee.

So now, if you sacrifice an animal in front of me, | will not be happy and will make you pay for such an act.”

“Havé hinsa karé muja pasa, ténum kadish hum satyanasa;
4

iccha évi déevi tani jo'l, taharh hinsa karé nahi jo'l”

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.19
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| (25) Gyanbagh - Bethak :

“JAianabagamam amalo saro, j6'T santé karyo'to utaro;
taham hindolo €éka bandhavyo, bhalatarn bhakta sarvané bhavyo.
Santé vinati kari hari pasa, aho natha ajara avinasa;
krsnajanma samo thaya jyaré, tyaré avi amaré utarée.
Hindolamam jhulo hariraya, puré évi amari icchaya;
sunt S$rthari'é mant vata, pachi jyaré ga'l ardharata.
JAanabagé avya giradhari, jhulya hindolé visvavihari;
sau'é hindolamam éeka vara, ditho akalita téja'ambara.
Jané e ja ché aksaradhama, dekhe té rité loka tamama;
téjamam disé miirti aniipa, purusottama pragata svaripa.”

- Shree Harililamrut K.7, V.48

Devotees! One kilometer east of the temple is the place
known as Gyanbagh. Many festival celebrations took place there in
the presence of Maharaj. One such festival is Janmashtami.

O devotees! From Gadhpur, ShriHariji had come to Vadtal to
celebrate Janmashtami. During his visit, the Lord was living in the monastery of Narayangiri and was going to Vasan Sutar's
house to eat. The saints were staying in Gyanbagh. On the day of Janmashtami, the saints built a nice swing, tied it to a big
mango tree, and invited Shri Hariji there. At the exact time of Lord Krishna's manifestation, the saints and devotees asked the
Lord tositonthe swing. So He did and the saints rocked Him on the swing.

O devotees! During this night of Janmashtami, the saints and devotees saw Shri Hariji's form radiating with light. It
appeared as if Akshardham had come in the form of light. All who were present experienced the divine vision. Shri Hariji
appeared divinely! At that time, flower pedals were showered upon Him from the sky and all the saints and devotees
experienced the event.

O devotees! Everyone saw the glory of Maharaj. Then, all the saints sang garbis and did raas around the swing. The
saints stayed up into the late night for the spiritual festivity. Maharaj was very pleased.
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(26) The carouselwith twelve doors

Hé nrpa avi hutasani, téha vasarani kahum vata;
bani sobha jianabagamar, dhama aksara sama saksata.
Ché aja chatri jé sthale, éthi agni disa mojhara;
uttama bé amba hata, eka éka tané anusara.
Mobha muky6 té uparée, hété bandhyo hindolo tyanya;
niskulanandé néhathi, téni raci hati racanaya.
- Shree Harililamrut K.7, V.59

O devotees! In Gyanbagh, saints and devotees

were engaged in preparations for the festival of

Hutasani.  Sadguru Nishkulanand Swami made a
carousel with twelve gates and incredible carvings.

There were two big mango trees in Gyanbagh. On the
large branches of these mango trees, Swamiji placed a horizontal lumber and the twelve door carousel was supported by it.

O devotees! Then, Nishkulananda Swami came to the home of Joban Pagi and requested Shri Hariji: “Maharaj! | have
prepared a carousel for you. So please, come, sit on the carousel. All of the saints and devotees are waiting for your darshan.”
Hearing Swami's words, Maharaj accepted the invitation and left for Gyanbagh. He was accompanied by a procession that
included various musical instruments. He arrived at Gyanbagh and sat on the carousel. At that time, Chidananda Swami
started playing the drums. Thus, immediately, a group of devotees realized that Maharaj had arrived and rushed to see the
Lord.

O devotees! Devotees came from Surat, Vadodara, Ahmedabad etc. They all worshiped Shri Hariji. Then Muktanand
Swami started swinging the Lord with a diamond rope in his hand and the saints started singing kirtans.

O devotees! At that time, Shri Hariji assumed 12 forms on the twelve-door carousel, one form per each door.
Thousands of devotees offered garlands to Maharaj. Maharaj accepted them all. Currently, the carousel is available in
Vadtal's Akshar Bhuvan for darshan.
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(27) Grand Rangotsav at Gyan Bagh

“Puspadola taham ja bandhavi, naranarayana padharavi;
d'ahyd méto tatha vanamali, bhanéla béya brahmana bhali.
Maharaje kahyurh dvija avo, badarisani pija karavo;
€na utsavano dina aja, karyo taiyara ché sarva saja.”

- Shree Harililamrut K.7, V.60

O devotees! Pushpadolotsav is celebrated on the
day that Narnarayan Dev manifested in Badrikashram. It
is the first day of the dark half of month Fagan. So,
Maharaj placed idols of Narnarayan Dev on a swing
decorated with flowers and had Brahmins lead the pujan

of the idols. Maharaj swung the swing with the idol
seatedinit.

O devotees! Saints and devotees made two pools in Gyanbagh and filled them with colors. The pool on the east was
named 'Santkund' and the other one was named 'Harikund'. There was a plentiful stock of Abil - Gulal (colors). Joban Pagi
and Narayangiri had arranged for 1400 water sprayers. Joban Pagi had also arranged for several bullock-carts full of colors.

O God! With full preparation in place, saints brought Shri Hariji there. Joban Pagi greeted Shri Harijiand handed Him a
color sprayer made of gold. A few of the leading devotees did Maharaj's pujan. When requested, Maharaj sat on the swing.
Then, Muktanand Swami did aarti of Maharaj.

O devotees! The saints then took Shri Hariji to the pools of color and requested Him to play with the colors. Then
Maharaj, standing by the 'Harikund', sprayed the colored water on the saints. Then, saints, standing by the 'Santkund’, filled
their sprayers with color and sprayed Shri Hariji. All got involved in the rangotsav!

an'yo'an'ya udade gulala, disé avani né akasa lala.
Ramya évi rité ghani vara, pachi boliya prana'adhara;
have bé bé tani tha'o joda, karo khéla dhari manakoda.

- Shree HarililamrutK.7, V.61

So many devotees came for this festival that Vadtal village turned into a big city. The festival has been described

extensively in Harililamrut. e



(28) Ground breaking 'ceremony of Vadtal temple -

Vityd samaiyo jé samé, sahu sangha gaya nijagama;
bhakta mali varatalana, kahé prabhuné kariné pranama.
Hé prabhu apé kahyum hatum, vadurh mandira thase varatala;
avasum caitara masamam, karavasurm adara té kala.
Karo adara karunanidhi, palo vacana visvadhara;
syameé té vinati sambhali, karyd mandira karava vicara.

- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.6

O devotees! In Samvat 1879, Shri Hariji came to Vadtal for a

festival celebration. Thousands of devotees were in attendance. At

~ the conclusion of the event, the prominent devotees of Vadtal like

Joban Pagi, Bapubhai, Vasan Sutar and Narayangiri, came to Shri

. Harijiand begged him: “Lord, you said a big temple would be builtin

~ Vadtal. So, let us have the groundbreaking ceremony now, so that
_ theconstruction of the temple can start.”

O devotees! Devotees of Vadtal reminded Shri Hariji about
. the previous conversation they had had when He visited Vadtal in
Samvat 1872. At the request of Maharaj, the devotees donated four
acres of land for the temple. At the time, the Lord had said, "We will
build a big temple on this land, so thousands of men and women
can happily offer their devotion to God.”

s O devotees! Seeing the intense desire of the devotees of
Vadtal, Shri Hariji called Govindaram Joshi of Keriyavi village and
“asked him to identify an auspicious time for the groundbreaking
ceremony. Joshi identified the 13th day of the bright half of the
- month Chaitra.

O devotees! On the morning of the auspicious day of Chaitra

- Sud 13 Samvat 1878, Lord Shri Swaminarayan, with whose hands

- the foundation of the univers has been laid, laid five bricks of stone,

in accordance with the sacred traditions and rituals, to build a

temple in Vadtal. Muktanand Swami, Gopalanand Swami and

others were present on this occasion. The prominent devotees of
the sect were also present.




(29) Sent Brahmananda Swami to Vadtal

O devotees! After performing the groundbreaking ceremony, Shri Hariji left for
Gadhpur. There, He held a meeting and asked: “Whom should we send to build atemplein
Vadtal?” Then, Muktanand Swami suggested Brahmanand Swami for the task. Shri Hariji
agreed and sent Brahmanand Swami with his follower saints to Vadtal. He also asked
Anandanand Swamiand Aksharanand Swami to join Brahmanand Swami. At the time, Shri
Hariji asked Harji Thakkar to donate some money for the expenses. Harji Thakkar arranged
for 12 Rs.

O devotees! At the behest of Shri Hariji, Brahmanand Swami and the saints came to
Vadtal and settled at Vadeu Mata's Dharamshala. Then, Brahmanand Swami called the
leaders of the satsang and said: “Shriji Maharaj has sent us to build the temple.” Then
Bapubhai (Kuberbhai), Joban Pagi, Narayangiri, Vasan Sutar and others said: "Swami!
Assume that the wealth and land we have is for this project. We will do as you say.”

O devotees! Then, he built nine brickfields near Gyanbagh. Initially, 900,000 bricks
were made and later, 100,000 additional bricks were laid. While in Gadhpur, Shriji Maharaj
said to Brahmanand Swami, “There is a small temple of Ghela Hanuman in Vadtal. Build such a temple.” However, Swami
decided to build a magnificent temple and laid 900,000 bricks justin the foundation!

O devotees! Maharaj came to know about this development in Gadhpur, so he wrote a letter and sent a parshad to
deliver the letter to Brahmanand Swami. The Parshad came to Vadtal and delivered the letter to Brahmanand Swami. Swami
openedtheletterand readit. The essence of the letter was that one should embark on a project realizing the limitations.

Inthat letter, ShriHariji wrote,
Apaki pahonch bichar ké kariyé téti dod;
éta pav pasariye, jeti lamb1 sod.
O devotees! After reading the letter, Swami wrote a reply and gave it to the parshad to deliver. The parshad arrived and

delivered the reply to Shri Hariji in Gadhpur. Maharaj opened the letter. Brahmanand Swami wrote in the letter that there is
no limitation for one (Shri Hariji) whose wealth is recognized in all corners of the world.

He wrote inthe letter:
Saheéba sarikha séthiya, basé nagaraki manya;
tako dhanaki kya kami? Jyaki hundi calé navakhandamanya.

O devotees! Hearing the content of the letter, Jivuba said: “Maharaj! Swami's wish is to build a big temple.” Then the
Lord said, "Now the temple will be built without any issue because Lakshmiji has given her blessings.”
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(30) Shri Hariji carried 37 bricks

Sriji pandé ja'T Intd 1avé, an'yané j6'T umanga avé; mukhya dévana mandira kaja, lavya pandé Tntd maharaja.
Gani santé té to sadatrisa, padadimarnh3 cani pantarisa; éka gokhalo ché pachavadé, chandi bé to témam téha dade
- Sriharililamrut K.1, V.14

O devotees! After getting permission to build a big temple for Shri Hariji, Brahmanand Swami accelerated the work on
the temple. After a few days, Shri Hariji arrived in Vadtal, so all the saints and devotees got

encouraged and continued to work on the construction with enthusiasm.

O devotees! One day, Shri Hariji went to the brickyard near Gyanbagh and carried /
bricks on his head. The saints and devotees tried to take the bricks, but Maharaj insisted on | ]
carrying them himself. He carried the bricks from Gyanbagh all the way to the temple |
construction site. He continued making such trips that day and brought many bricks on his 1|
own head. The saints then counted the bricks he brought and there were thirty-seven
bricks. Of those, two bricks were used in the wall behind the altar.

O devotees! Along with Shri Hariji, saints like Nityanand Swami and Brahmanand Swami
also carried bricks from Gyanbagh on their heads. Seeing that scene, even the rich and powerful
devotees gotinspired and started carrying bricks.

O devotees! Even the people of Vadtal and other devotees who came to pay obeisance to Shri Hariji joined in the
service of the temple. The Lord was very pleased to see them serving and blessed them all. Seeing the saints serving, God
embraced them!

Thaya mandirano parathara, kamé lagiya santa apara; k6'1 santa to tyar intdo campé, ko'i garo bhari bhari ape.
Thaya garalam vastra né anga, toya bhakti karyanoé umanga; jo'i rijhé té karunanidhana, bhuja bhidi bhété bhagavana.
Ko'i santa kahé jodi hatha, garo dho'urh pachi malo natha; kahé krsna rijjhyurh mana marurh, nahi garo té candana dharum.
Garo valagyo hasé jené angée, hurh t6 téné ja bhéturn umange; éva sabda jyam syameé sunavya, garo copadiné kaika avya.
Sauné bhéti bolya bhagavana, mané valum ghanurh niramana; niramani tha'l jana jéha, nici téla karé ghant téha.
Teneé tha'um prasanna hum jévo, koti nanarn thaki nahi tévo; maté kidharm ché mém avarn dhama, témam karase avi rité kama.
Vali jyarh jyam jagya mari thase, tahar a rité bhakti karase; divyaripé hum téha dékhisa, ténum phala tévum téné apisa

— Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.53
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31) The Idols of Sri Lakshminarayan Dev -

hesitant to give them to the saints. The saints quietly prayed

narayanabha'i sathé hiraji, karata hata mirtiyo taji. influenced Amichand's intellect so he gave both the idols to the saints. Then,

Chabiyéni chabi j&'T sari, bahu rijhyd rudé giradhari; after seeing the two idols, the saints thought they should send the idols to Gadhpur.
e oo R They hi llock heidolsonthei hpur.
N 38 e (LR R, ErE G0 GrEls mles) (he e ey hired bullock carts and sent the idols on their way to Gadhpur.
| R . .
Aksarananda béliya vani, snéhé sambhald $arangapani; O devotees! If Shri Hariji allowed the idols of Lakshminarayan to be taken to Gadhpur and not
T EParTEE e (e R G e Ceim [, to Vadtal, then the blessing given by Narayan to Lakshmiji would not come true. Recall that Narayan gave a
o o . _ o blessing to Lakshmiji in the past that 'in Kaliyuga Lord Purushottam will incarnate and a temple with idols of both of
Hasi boliya antarajami, poté sarvajiia santana svami;
us will be built at the spot where you performed your penance'. Another reason to bring the idols to Vadtal was that the
mirtiydo mahadaivada vali, ramanatha ramani rupali. o ) )
temple there was ready. On the other hand, there was no talk of building a temple in Gadhada at the time. Due to these two
Ati pavana ché puratanani, manavrtti haré harijanani;

reasons, Shri Hariji's intention was that the idols not be taken to Gadhpur, but to Vadtal. So, when the idols were on their way
té to ché vatapattana manya, mota santané mokalo tyanya.

- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.11

to Gadhada, although it was summer, there was heavy rain and the cart could not move due to mud.

O devotees! Due to these circumstances, the two saints barely made it to the nearby village Bochasan with the bullock

cart. The idols were kept in the : , house of Kashidas in Bochasan.

the idols. O devotees! Shri Hari saw the idols they were making and He was very Vadtal, they found that there was no rain at all! After realizing their

pleased. He embraced them both and placed his hand on their heads. At that mistake, they apologized to Shri

time, Aksharanand Swami said, to Bochasan and brought the idols

“O Maharaj, we have been looking for the idols of Lakshminarayan

Hariji. A few days later, they went

of Lakshminarayan to Vadtal.

Dev in many places, but were unable to find them.” Then Maharaj said,
with a soft smile, “Swami! The idols you wish for are ready. They are very
sacred and powerful. The idols are currently in the possession of a
merchant named Amichand of Vadodara. So, send Muktanand Swami and
Nityanand Swami to collect them. Years ago, during van vicharan, | went to

Amichand's house and saw Sri Lakshminarayandevidols.”

O devotees! He called Muktanand Swami and Nityanand Swami

and asked them to go to Vadodara and bring the idols back with them.

So, both saints went to Vadodara. Amichand had the idols, but was
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(32) The Lord made statues dance

Taharm boliya mastaka nami, aksarananda anandasvami;
narayanamola nicéno bhaga, taham orado opé athaga.
Putalarh hirabhakté banavyam, té to té oradamarn mukavyarh;

- Shree HarililamrutK.1, V.15

O devotees! Srihariji and Brahmanand Swami were taking a tour of the temple construction site. They came to the
place where idols were being carved, including that of Hanumanji. Then, Anandanand Swami and Aksharanand Swami said,

"Maharaj! Please come downstairs. There isaroom there called Narayanmol and Hira Bhakt has carved many statues.”

O devotees! Hearing the request, both the saints and Shri Hariji went to Narayanmol and saw the statues. Seeing the
statues, Maharaj said: “The statues are very nice. They only lack soul.” Hearing this, Shriji Sakha Brahmanand Swami said: "If

God comes, He will bring life to these statues."
Anhi jo ko'l Tévara avé, to a putalamam prana lave.
Mansanam putalanné ramadé, kéma paththaranar na jivade;
pana jo karuna ura aneé, évi lila dekhade a tane.
Evarh sambhali marmavacana, manda manda hasya bhagavana;
hatt nétarani chadi hathé, putalanné adadi té nathe.
Jivatam tha'T nacava lagyam, vajam vividha prakaranarh vagyam;
suni jova avya ghana jana, thaya nirakhiné manamarh magana.
- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.15

O devotees! Swami wished to see the statues dancing. So he

quipped, “Idols are nice, but who can live without God? If God is
here, then the statues could come to life. For God, there is no difference between infusing the soul into flesh or into statues of
stones. So if merciful God is present here, He will make the idol alive and show His divine lila. O devotees! Hearing such words

of Brahmanand Swami, Shri Hariji started laughing softly and started touching the statues one by one with a wicker stick He
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had in His hand. A miracle happened then. All the statues started dancing! The statues with instruments in
their hands started playing them! Hearing the music, all of the saints and devotees who were serving in the
temple came in a hurry to see and were awestruck. Then, due to the Maharaj's wish, the statues stopped
dancing!

O devotees! Each of these statues is now placed on a pillar inside the temple and in the dome. When
saints and devotees see these statues they are reminded of the glory of Shri Hariji. Also, the wicker stick that

was used to touch the idols can also be seen in Akshar Bhuvan.
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(33) Narayan's weapons got rearranged -

Nityakhya namé muni'é ja avi, taharm prabhiiné vinati sunavi;

jé murtiyd ché padharavavani, ju'o prabhu drsti kari krpani.

Pachi padharya prabhu téha sange, jova badhi miratiyd umange;

1$ana koné Subha birjal2 jyanya, jo't ja'iné hari mdrti tyanya.

Jyam vastra achadita dira kidhurh, svariipa narayana jo'm lidhurh;

ayudha hathe avalarh hatam j€, jotam janayarh savalarh thayar te.

Nicé tana daksina hathamanya, gada tha'l cakra haturh ja tyanya;

dabe kare jeha gada janati, tyam cakra dithum bhalum € ja bhati.

- Shree HarililamrutK.8, V.23
O devotees! Muktanand Swami and Nityanand Swami had kept the Sri Lakshminarayan idols they brought from
Vadodara in Bochasan. When they brought the idols to Vadtal, they said to Shri Hariji, "Lord! Come and see the idols of Sri

Lakshminarayan Dev.” Those idols were placed in aroom below the tower known as Buraj.

O devotees! Hearing the words of Nityanand Swami, the gracious Lord went to see the idols in Buraj. Earlier, saints had
noticed some flaws in the idol of Narayan. The chakra and gada were in the wrong hands and Maharaj was told about it. The
idols were covered by clothes. When the idols were uncovered, everyone noticed the perfect idols. They saw Narayan had

the chakrain his lower left hand, and the gada in the lower right hand —how they should have been.

O devotees! Then Shri Hariji said to Nityananda Swami, "Swami! You mentioned, 'Narayan's weapons are not in the
proper place', but the weapons are in their correct places.” Then Swami folded his hands and said, "Oh Maharaj! Narayan's
weapons were not at the right place, but with your grace, they are in the correct hands now.” Hearing this, Shriji Maharaj
smiled.

Kahé muni mirti biji nihalo, dékhava kévo darasé riipalo;
té martiyo tyam saghali nihali, kahyum kapalé bahu ché rupala.
Harivara varatalamarh padhari, nija murati najaré nihali sarf;
janamanahara saumyamiirtijéha, mujamana manhivaso sadaiva téha.
- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.23
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(34) Installed 18 idols

Avy6 pachi jyar dina dvadasing, pyaro ghano té kamalapating;

utht prabhaté kari nityakarma, an'yadi pija kari dharmavarma.

Tyarh murtiyoné hari apa hathé, karya abhiséka dvijoni sathé;

puja kari véda'rca bhanavi, té muirtiyoné rathamam cadavi.

- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.28
O devotees! On the day of pratistha, Shri Hari woke up early in the morning and performed his daily morning routine.
Then, he went to a place near Narayanmol where the yagna was taking place for the pratistha. All the idols were there. He
bathed all of the idols. Brahmins recited the Vedic mantras. Then the idols were placed on a chariot along with the brahmins.

Aband was asked to play a variety of musical instruments in front of the procession.

O devotees! The band started playing the musical instruments. The band was followed by the brahmins, who were
reciting verses from the Vedas. Following the brahmins, there were chariots with the idols. The procession circled the temple
and arrived at the east gate.

O devotees! Then, all the idols were taken to the temple and placed in their designated locations. The idol of Lord Sri
Lakshminarayan was placed under the central altar. In the south altar, Shri Harikrishna Maharaj was positioned alongside Shri
Radha-Krishnadev. Onthe north altar, idols of Dharmadev, Bhaktimata and Vasudev (Maharaj's child form) were installed.

O devotees! Also, under the other smaller six peaks of the temple, the idols of Varah Narayan, Narsingh Narayan, Sri

Seshasai, Sri Kurmanarayan, Suryanarayana and Matsya were installed.

O devotees! He established 'Sukh-Shaiya' next to the altar on the south side. He also installed idols of Ganapati Dada
and Hanuman Dada next to the big entrance on the east side of the temple. Also, Mahadev and Parvatiji were installed above
Ganeshji. In other words, if we count the idols with Shiva and Parvati, a total of 12 idols were installed by Shri Hariji in Vadtal.




(35) Shri Hariji assumed 11 forms!

Sanvat adhara $até tatha subha sala €kasi tani,
kartika sudi tithi dvadast uttama thaki uttama ghani;
budhavara sauthi sara né naksatra niramala té kahur,
bhalurh bhadrapada jé uttara vali yoga harsana subha bahu.
Dhanalagnamam dina prahara cadatarih kama té uttama karyurh,
ascaryakari € samé tyam rapa dharmasuté dharyum;
sthapanakarana thala jétalam hari tétalam rapo dhari,
sahu midrtiyont éka kale tyam pratistha to karr.

- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.28, Kadi.16-17

O devotees! On the 12th day of the bright half of Kartik Samvat 1881, during Uttara Bhadrapada Nakshatra and in
Dhan Rashi, during the early morning, before dawn, Lord Swaminarayan assumed 11 forms, and performed aartis in 11
places atthe same time. This occurred on Wednesday November 3, 1824.

He installed the 18 idols on this date. He took 11 forms and performed aarti of the idols in eleven places
simultaneously!

O devotees! He assumed three forms to do aarti of the eight idols under the three peaks. He assumed six forms to
perform aarti of the six deities under the six smaller peaks. He assumed two forms to do aarti of Ganapati and Hanumanyji,
including the idol of Shiva-Parvati.

O devotees! When Shri Hariji Maharaj was doing the aarti of the eighteen idols, assuming eleven forms, many types of
instruments started playing. The darbars and the parshads were firing celebratory guns at the same time. The demi-gods
were showering the festivities with flowers from the sky. Gandharvas were singing and saints and devotees were chanting
the aarti.

O devotees! Then the saints recited the glories of the installed deities, paid them respect and bowed down to them

while chanting... "ShriHarikrishna Maharaj's victory ... Sri Lakshminarayan Dev's victory ... Dharma Bhakti Vasudev's victory ..."
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(36) Oneness of Vasudeva and Harikrishna ™

Té manhi marti vali vasudéva, tatha harikrsna tani abhéva;
€& béyamar bhéda ka$o na jano, pratyaksa mari murati pramano.
Témarh raht hum sukha sarva daisa, pija karé té pana mani laisa;
€& murti dvaré aganita kérum, kalyana thasé jagamam ghanérur.
Pratyaksa dekhé mujané na jeha, té martinum dhyana kareé ja téha;
jO manasi pdjana ténum thaya, pratyaksa puja sama ché sadaya.

- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.30

O devotees! After doing the aartis of

idols, Shri Hariji went to the Yagnashala.
After the conclusion of the yagna, Shri
Hariji joined the saints and devotees to

Gomti Lake, led by a music band, to take

the prescribed bath following the conclusion
of the yagna. Following the bath, Shri Hariji came to the gathering, he asked for

everyone's attention and explained.

“The idols of Vasudev and Harikrishna are both idols of myself, so do not
discriminate between the two. Do their darshan with great reverence. | will grant
you the pleasure of my form through these idols and accept your pujan and

prayers.”

O those under my shelter! Through these two idols, | would like to offer
salvation to innumerable seekers. Also, when | am not in the human-form, for
those who meditate on those two idols, | will accept the offerings as if they were
offered to me in person. Therefore, do not consider these idols of mine as simply

idols, but consider them as really me.
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O devotees! Six idols (Dharma, Bhakti and Vasudev in the
northern altar and Shri Harikrishna Maharaj, Sri Krishna and Radha in
the southern altar) were made in Vadodara from metal. This is stated by

Aadharanand Swamiin Haricharitramrut Sagar.

Once, in Gadhpur, Shriji Maharaj called Adharanand Swami and
said, “Swami! Go to Vadodara. Arrange for the idols of Dharmdey,
Bhaktimata, and Muralidhar Sri Krishna's Vrindavan Vihari (Radhika).
And have these idols made from metal.” Then, Adharanand Swami
came to Vadodara with Keshavanand Swami and made four idols

for Vadtaldham. This is documented in Haricharitramrut Sagar Pur

28, Tarang 96.

O devotees! Shri Harikrishna Maharaj, whose glory is stated by Lord
Swaminarayan himself, is installed in Vadtaldham for His devotees to
worship and upasna. The history of Harikrishna Maharaj and Vasudev

Narayanis also presentin Shree Haricharitramrut Sagar.

Once Shri Hari ordered Narayanjibhai Sutar, “Go to Vadodara
and have two idols of myself made.” So, Narayanjibhai went to Vadodara

and brought two idols of Maharaj made from metal to Vadtal. One of the idols

which fulfilled the desires of the devotees was named Vasudev Narayan and the

' #w otheridol was named Harikrishna (Haricharitramrut Sagar Pur 27, Tarang 13).
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(37) Shri Harikrishna Maharaj is Pratyaksh

Amara hé ista pragata harikrsna prabhu tamé,
sada dyo svabhista tava pada tana asrita ameé;
anéka brahmanda sthiti laya tana karana aho,
amaré citté a murati rajant vasara raho
- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.28

O devotees! After the pratishtha ceremony

was completed, the saints sung prayers to Shri
Harikrishna Maharaj, “O Lord! You are our
Ishtadev. We are the servants of your lotus feet.
Give us what you want us to have. O Maharaj! You
are the originator, nurturer and destroyer of

countless universes, what can we say about Your
greatness? Thatis why we wish that the presence of thisidol is felt by us at all times and
our minds always contemplate the idol of Harikrishna.”

O devotees! Once Shri Hariji went to the temple with Muktanand Swami for darshan. After doing darshan of all the
idols, Maharaj stood in front of the idol of Harikrishna Maharaj. Maharaj said to Muktanand Swami, “Swami! There is
absolutely no difference between the idol Harikrishna and the human form standing in front of you and My divine form in
Akshardham. One who sees any difference in these three forms does not have perfect nistha and his salvation is also not
perfect.”

O devotees! Saying this, Shri Hari's human form became immersed in the idol of Harikrishna Maharaj! When the
human form did not reappear for a long time, Muktanand Swami got emotional and sang the glories of Maharaj. Then, He
reappeared in human form from the idol and said, "Swami! All three of my forms are really one.” Hearing this, Swami was
very happy.

O devotees! After Shri Hariji renounced His human body, Rampratapbhai used to come to Vadtal from Ahmedabad
often, especially on full moon days and during Karthiki and Chaitri festivals. Whenever he came to Vadtal, he would
immediately go to Shri Harikrishna Maharaj in the temple and play drums while singing kirtans continuously in front of Him.
Then, Maharaj would come out of the idol and say, "Elder brother, you have sung enough. Please take rest now.” Then, He
would embrace Rampratapbhai. Then only, Rampratapbhai would go to his quarters. This is the glory of the Harikrishna
Maharaj we have.
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‘Pragata martin0 mahimaya...acarajakari che;

sarvé sukhatan? simaya...acarajakari ché.

A martint ~ jé mota'l...acarajakart che;
navé navé kahyammami ...acarajakari ché.
A marti sahuthi n'yari ...acarajakari cheé;
sum hurh kahurh vada'nl vistari...acarajakari che.
A mirti sahuthi nokhi  ...acarajakari ché;
cokkasa vata kahurn churih cokhkhr. . .acarajakariché.
A marti nahim an'ya jévi ...acarajakari ché;
hari dhart na dharasé évi...acarajakari che.
A marti ché alauki...acarajakari ché;
mand mana mananurm muaki...acarajakart che.
A marti nahim koya sarakhi...acarajakari ché;
juvdo antara dndu nirakht...acarajakari ché.
A martind mahimaya...acarajakari ché;
koti kaviyé kéma kahévaya...acarajakari che.
Evi mdarti ché ajani...acarajakari ché;
harijanana sukha sajani ...acarajakari ché.
Sahuné para avya ché poté acarajakari che;
jana sukhiya thaya sahu joté ...acarajakari ché.”

— Harismruti: Chintamni - 7
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(38) Shri Harikrishna Maharaj spoke

O devotees! When Lord Swaminarayan was in human form, Jairam Brahmachari
.+ wasin His service along with Mulji Brahmachari. In the Samvat year 1886, Maharaj left his
r{ human form. Then, Jairam Brahmachari came to Vadtal and joined the service of Shri
: Harikrishna Maharaj. But, the Brahmachari was missing the human form of Maharaj and
was deeply sad. Once, Brahmachari was sitting in his private quarters and crying as He
recalled his time with Shri Hariji's human form. At that time, goddess Lakshmiji appeared
there and said, “Brahmachari! Come upstairs with me to the temple.” Saying this, Lakshmiji
took the Brahmachari to Harikrishna Maharaj and said, "You believe that Shri Hari has left for
Dham, but he is living in the form of Harikrishna and giving darshan to the followers of this

sampraday. How do you see this idol of Maharaj?”

O devotees! As Lakshmiji was explaining to Brahmachari, the idol of Harikrishna Maharaj spoke, “Jairam
Brahmachari! What Lakshmiji says is reality. | have disappeared only as a human being, but in the form of Harikrishna, |
remain present and give darshan. So serve with such understanding.” Then, the idol of Harikrishna Maharaj stopped
speaking. Hearing such a divine voice, tears of love began to flow in the eyes of Jairam Brahmachari. At the same time,
Lakshmimata, who was standing in front of Harikrishna Maharaj, walked to the center altar and merged into the idol of

Lakshmiji.

O devotees! After this event, Jairam Brahmachari became very happy and started serving Shri Harikrishna Maharaj
and the other idols. He told other saints and devotees that Lakshmiji revealed herself to him and explained the glory of Shri

Harikrishna Maharaj.

O devotees! If we also believe that Shri Hari went to Akshardham like Jairam Brahmachari, then there will be no joy
internally. However, if we realize, just like Lakshmiji, that Harikrishna Maharaj is ever present, then we will feel great

happinessin our hearts and our understanding of Maharaj's glory will also increase.
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(39) Glories of ldols at Vadtal

A mandiré sthapita riipa jeha, ché pujava jogya samasta téha;
€ to sahi ché avatara mara, arcya thaki vanchita apanara.
A laksminarayanariipa jé ché, $ri dvarikadhisa svariipa té ché;
ityadi mara avatara jani, plijo dharo dhyana umanga ani.
Mem murtiyo sthapita jeha sthané, je tehane adarathi na mane;
na janavo asrita té amaro, té t6 mariné naraké janaro.
Pratyéka mase tithi plirnima'e, jo a sthalé niyamatht avaye;
adévanarm darsana éhatané, karya thakisid'dhi abhista mane.

- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.30

O devotees! After the pratistha, there was a large assembly of saints and devotees. Shri Hariji said, “As you know, | have
installed my idols as well as those of other incarnations. You should worship all of them. You will get your wishes granted by
them. Understand this. Sri Lakshminarayan Dev is the same as Dwarikadhish. Doing darshan-pujan of this deity will be the
equivalent of doing the darshan-pujan of Dwarikadhish. This is Vaikunthapati as well as Dwarikapati, so glorify them with

love. Those who do not respect these idols do not belong to this sect. So never condemn my incarnations.”
Paurpamasayam paurpamasayam yé ca gramatnaradapi;
etyésam darsanam bhakatya karisyantyatra manavah
Satsangijivana: 4/27/58
The wishes of those who come to do darshan of these idols on every full moon day will be fulfilled. Shri Harikrishna

Maharaj will liberate them and Sri Lakshminarayan Dev will grant them their worldly desires. So those who desire Moksha

and those who desire material happiness must come for darshan on the full moon day of every month.
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(40) Lakshmiji appeared to help Brahmachari

O devotees! Lord Lakshminarayana Dev idols installed by Lord Swaminarayan in Vadtal,
makes their presence felt. Let me describe one event for you. By reading it carefully, you will
realize how merciful and miraculous the revered deities in our temple are.

O devotees! Narayananandiji, a disciple of Mulji Brahmachari, served for many years as a
priest of Sri Laxminarayan Dev and Harikrishna Maharaj. He later retired from their service due
to old age, but still did their darshan every day. As per his daily routine, he went for darshan one
day. After doing darshan, he was slowly walking to his residence. On the way, he became dizzy
duetohisageandillnessand hefell.

O devotees! There were no saints or devotees around at that time, so the Brahmchari
was laying on the ground alone. Suddenly, there was a strange woman holding Brahmachari's

hands to help him get up! Narayananand Brahmachari opened his eyes and saw the woman
who was trying to help him get up. It was actually Goddess Mahalakshmi! The Brahmachari was
astonished. Being a celibate, he wanted to pull his hands from Lakshmiji. But Lakshmiji said, “Brahmachari! | am not an
ordinary woman. | am considered your mother. You will not have to fast for having touched me. You have served us and
Harikrishna Maharaj with love and glory, so | have come to help you knowing that you have fallen to the ground. Now you
won't have to suffer physical pain for long. Tomorrow, Swaminarayan Bhagwan will take you, be ready.”

O devotees! Saying this, mother Lakshmi disappeared! Then, Narayananandji went to his residence and the next day,
Shriji Maharaj came with Mulji Brahmachari and other muktos to take the Brahmachari. Seeing this, Brahmachari told his
disciple Nishkamananda Brahmachari, “Maharaj and mukto have come to take me with them. | am going with them to the
eternalabode—Akshardham. Please chant Shri Hariji's name.”

O devotees! At that time, immense light spread throughout the celibate's residence. Many saints and devotees also
saw Shriji Maharajand Mukto.

See devotees? Being pleased with Brahmachari's service, Lakshmiji sent Maharaj to take Brahmchari! Thus, we must
pleasetheidolsto please Maharaj.

ShriHarikrishna Maharaj asked for a Gold seal!

O devotees! Govindbhai Patel of Dhargam in Nimad province of Madhya Pradesh had decided that he would
surrender and become the devotee of God if an idol asked him for a gold seal. He was visiting many temples with that wish.
Eventually, he arrived in Vadtal for darshan. He was standing in front of Harikrishna Maharaj, and Maharaj asked Govindbhai,
“Govind Patel, give me the Gold seal.” Hearing this, his shelter of HarikrushnaMaharaj strengthen and lived rest of the life
filled with devotion.
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(41) Suryanarayana Vadtal Padharya -

“Aho bhanudéva pragata tama jéva sura nahin,
sajé ché sau séva adhika sukha léva jana ahim;

rathé rajo choji subhaga vali saptasva sahite,

14

rahya cho $rivisnu hiranamayaripé janahite.
-Shree HarililamrutK.8, V.28

O devotees! Just like Dwarikadhish came to Vadtal with Sachidanand Swami
from Dwarika, Suryanarayana came to Vadtal with Gopalanand Swami from
Vadodara.

O devotees! Shri Gopalanand Swami used to go to Vadodara from time to time
to make devotees happy by giving them the pleasure of darshan and katha-varta.
Once, Swami arrived at 'Kharivav'. About 10-12 satsangi families of Suriya Lavar lived
there. They invited Swami to their home for Padhramni. When Swamiji arrived at
their place, they did pujan of the saints and offered about 5 kg of penda- barfi
(sweets). Swamiji offered penda-burfi to Lalji and then asked them to make a plate of
pendaand placeitinfront of theidol of Suryanarayana.

O devotees! Immediately, Suryadev appeared from the idol and came to
Swami! Then, Swami asked, “How are you?” Then, Suryadev replied, "I am being
served by southern brahmins who do serve me but they are neither serious nor
practicing cleanliness and other dharma. So, | do not accept food from those
brahmins. But, | will eat the penda offered by you.” He ate half of the penda from the
plate and asked that the rest be distributed to others as prasad.

O devotees! Then Suryanarayana said to Gopalananda Swami, “Shri Hariji is currently incarnating on earth for the
salvation of many beings and giving divine pleasure to His devotees. | am also a devotee of the Supreme Lord, so | want to be
close to the Lord to see and serve Him.” Swamisaid, "We are going to Vadtal in four days and Lord Shri Hariji is also coming to
Vadtal from Gadhada. You may join us."

O devotees! On the fourth day, Swami got ready to go to Vadtal. He went to the temple of the Sun God and said, “Let's
go, Sun God.” Immediately an old brahmin appeared from the idol and sat in the chariot with Swami. Both arrived in Vadtal,
met Maharaj, and requested Him to keep the Sun God nearby. Maharaj agreed. They all went to the temple and the Sun God
became radiantly absorbed inthe idol of Suryanarayana and stayed in Vadtal forever!
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(42) Dwarikadhish arrived at Vadtal !

Bhita bhavisyani varata, sarva jané ché s$rimaharaja;

janyum avé ché dvarikapati, sathé tirthano la'iné samaja.

-Shree HarililamrutK.8, V.43
O devotees! Shri Hariji sent Sachchidanand Swami to Dwarka for
pilgrimage with Gopalji, Nandramji and other Dharmkul members. Without
money, Swami was not allowed to bathe in Gomtiji lake, get holy marks, or go to
Bet Dwarka for darshan. So, Sachchidanand Swami sat down to meditate and
went into samadhi (a trance)! 10 days passed without food and water. Then,
Dwarikadhish gave darshan to him and asked Swami to make a wish. Then
Swami said, “Please see that all can have your darshan happily — especially
women, saints and poor devotees. The Gugli Brahmins do not allow darshan

without money.”

O devotees! Hearing the request of Sachchidanand Swami, Dwarikadhish

said, “l will come to Vadtal and reside in the idols of Sri Laxminarayan Dev and

give darshan to every saint and devotee. Thus, the journey to Dwarika will be
completed by the darshan of Narayan in Vadtal. Do not doubt my words,
Dwarkais where lam. Swami, depart from here today. | am coming with you.”

O devotees! Then Swami came to Gadhpur and informed Shri Hariji. So Maharaj said, “Dwarikadhish is coming to
Vadtal, so let's celebrate Fuldol Utsav in Vadtal.” Then Maharaj came to Vadtal with Dwarikadhish and Dwarkadhish stayed in

theidol of Laxminarayan forever!
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(43) Gomtiji arrived at Vadtal

Pachi gomati galava kérum, krsna kama calavyurm ghanérum.;
Matodi tani topali bhari, poté pagha upara dhare hari.
Dékhi dévata vismita thaya, évi bhakti té karava cahaya;
macya santa né bhakta hajaro, karé jayajayakara uccaro.

- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.53

O devotees! Dwarikadhish came to Vadtal, so
Gomtijialso accompanied him. There was a Dharu lake to

the north of the temple. Shri Hariji had it enlarged and

deepened. During Samvat 1875, the prominent residents
of the village gifted the lake to Shri Hariji. That is, the lake

was donated to the temple.

O devotees! To give special significance to the lake, Shri Hariji Himself served by carrying clay out of the lake to make it
deeper. Even the demigods were amazed to see such service from the Lord. Hundreds of saints and devotees joined in this

service and the work to expand Gomti was completed in just a few days.

O devotees! On the 1st day of the dark half of Fagan month, Samvat 1882, Shri Hariji, accompanied by thousands of

saints, went from the temple to Gomti. Maharaj asked Parsad Bhimbhai to dig at a specific spot.
Tamé khano a sthala éka vara, thasé tahanthi jala kéri dhara;
ajia pramané karyurmh éma jyaré, joréthi chati jaladhara tyare.
Dékha't tyam gomati mirtimana, atyanta té téja tanurh nidhana;
gopalaji né vali nandarama, mali karyum pujana téha thama.
- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.44

Bhimbhai just hit the ground once and water poured out with force as everyone saw the form of Gomtiji. The
brahmins then recited Ved mantras while Gopalji and Nandaram did pujan of Gomtiji. On the spot where Bhimbhai dug there

is acircular well built of stone on the east side of the Gomti lake today.
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(44) Shri Hariji tells Gomtiji's glories

Srij1 birajya sara kéri palé, sinhasané védi visé visalg;
bétha samipé sahu avi dasa, bolya prabhu té jana sarva pasa.
Avyarh ju'o gomati éha thama, to6 gomati a sara kérum nama;
Santo tatha brahmananeé jamadeé, té pirvanam papa badharh matade;
putradi pamé dhana dhan'ya pame, anté vasé aksara nama dhame.

-Shree Harililamrut K.8. V.44

O devotees! After the Gomtiji pujan, Shri Hariji addressed the
gathering on the banks of the lake and said, "Saints and devotees! Gomtiji
has arrived from Dwarika to this Dharu lake. Hence, | name this lake 'Gomti
Sarovar'. Those who come and bathe in this Gomtiji will get the same
benefits as bathing in the holy Gomti tirth. If someone offers a meal to

saints and brahmins here, his sins from past lives will get destroyed. One
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who desires a son, will have a son and one who desires wealth, will obtain

wealth. Therefore, one must take a bath in this holy Gomti.”

O devotees! The glory of Gomtiji is also mentioned in the scripture
"Sri Harilila Kalpataru." By bathing in this Gomti, all those who were possessed by ghosts were freed from their suffering.
One who bathes in Gomtiji will have all his or her sins destroyed and will also be blessed as if one had bathed in all the Tirthas

(holy places). Pitru tarpan rituals can also be performed here.

For those who bathe in this Gomtiji during the months of Kartik and Magh (Maghsnan -- from Posh Sud-12 to Maha
Sud-12), their great sins will be immediately destroyed. Bathing in Gomtiji on Sundays, new moon days, full moon days,
Ekadashis, Ramnavami, Janmashtami, Shivaratri, Adhik Mas or during an eclipse, will result in fulfillment of all desires. - Sri

Harilila Kalpataru:9/32/33

O devotees! Stones were fitted on the three sides of this Gomtiji by the third Acharya, Viharilalji Maharaj.
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(45) Taptamudra Mahima

Vrttala dvaramatithi visésa, ché laksminarayana dvarikésa;
a gomati uttama tirthadévi, anhim ja sankhadika chapa lévi.
Jé taptamudra ahirm avi lese, diaré dariné jamada rahésg;
téné ja satsangi ganisa maro, maté tameé sau jana chapa dharo.
Jaya dvarika gomati tirtha jyam ché, chapo tano to adhikara tyam che;

Jé mari ajha ja visé rahése, té aviné chapa ahim ja lese.

Téné ja hum bhakta ganisa maro, & rita bolya vrsano dularo;
-Shree HarililamrutK.8, V.44

O devotees! Shri Hariji addressed his followers in a gathering, “Vadtal Tirth is a bigger Dham than Dwarika because
Vaikunthapati Narayan was already here and now Dwarikadhish has arrived. So this is a supreme tirth. Gomtiji has also
arrived with Dwarikadhish. Thus, have a conch shell, wheel (chakra), mace (gada) and padma imprinted on your skin in this
Vadtaldham. Yamadoot (the ruler of hell) will stay away from those who get this 'tapta mudra' (heated imprint) done here.
We will consider only those who get this imprint as devotees. Do not get the imprints anywhere else. The right place to get
theimprintsis where Dwarikadhish and Gomtiji are present. Thus, this is the right place to obtain these imprints.

O devotees! The great glory of getting these imprints is also written in other scriptures of Hinduism. For example, the
importance of getting the imprints has been discussed in the Rugved Samhita's second chapter of the Samaveda, in the
AtharvaVeda, in the Brahmapuran, inthe Prapannamrut and in the Dwarika Mahabhya.

Those who wear the imprint of Dwarkadhis's conch shell, chakra, gada and padma, will attain the supreme position.
Theimprints are given on the upper arm by hot iron stencils. The sins of the devotee who gets these imprints are destroyed as

darkness gets destroyed by the rising of the sun.
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(46) Prasadi Hanumanji

Rupacoki ugamani visala, téthi uttaramam é&ka kala.
Haribhakta hiraji $alata, ghadé hanumana mirtind ghata;
jova avya tyam dharmadularo, kahyurh ghata ghadyo ghano saro.
Prabhu thainé prasanna apara, apyo puspaprasadino hara;
vali té miratina hydayamam, campya carana bé téha samayamam.

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.15, Kadi.47-49

O devotees! Hanumanji Maharaj is the devotee of Lord Ram. Hanumaniji is the family deity of the Dharmakul and the
very definition of Pativrata. Hanumaniji serves all incarnations of God as they are his Ishtadev Shri Ram. Hanumaniji is the
example of what an ideal servant should be like and Hanumanji knows Sam, Dam, Bheda and Danda properly! As noted in
sanskrit phrase: 'Buddhimata Varishtam'

O devotees! Hirabhai Salat was making a statue of Hanumanji on the north side of a place called Roopchoki on the
east side of the temple. Shri Hariji came to Hirabhaito see the idol. When He came, He saw that the work of Hanumaniji's idol
was in progress. Shri Hariji was very pleased and gave the garland he was wearing to him. Then, Shri Hariji placed the soles of
both his feet on the chest of Hanumaniji's idol. When the idols were ready, Hanumanji and Ganpati's idols were installed at
the entrance onthe east side.

Mandirétht té puarva disani, hati bari java avavani.
Taharh maraga moto mukavyo, krsné taham daravajo karavyo;
gananathal tatha hanumana, nija hathé thapya éha sthana.

- Shree Harililamrut K.1 V.16

O devotees! At present, Hanumanji and Ganpatiji are situated at the east gate. Earlier, by Ganpatiji, there used to be a
window to come and go. By the request of Shri Hariji, the window was removed and a big entrance was created there.
Maharaj has done pratistha aarti of Ganpatiji and Hanumanji as well, so they have added significance.
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- (47) Narayanmol

Dhyané dharavané atmasvariipa, ameé jagya karavi aniipa;
nama rakhyurh narayanamahéla, jani ékanta rudo racéla.
Apyo ramapratapané éha, dhyana dharavané karané téha.
- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.14

O devotees! The house next to the pillar of
Garudaji, on the east side of the temple, is known as

Narayanmol. Initially, this house was chosen by Shri Hariji
for meditation. However, when Dharmakul arrived, the

house was allocated to Maharaj's elder brother
Rampratapbhai to live and meditate. Therefore, it is also

called Rampratapbhai's bungalow.

O devotees! In the lower room of this Narayanmol,
various statues were kept and Maharaj briefly made those statues come alive and dance. Also, Maharaj joined the Rangotsav
fromthis place:

Narayanamolamarn ubha rahi, ranga udadyo S$riji'e tahim;
Tethi santa né satasangi tanarh, tana né mana rangayar ghanam.
-Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.53
O devotees! This place originally belonged to Patidar Dalabhai of Vadtal. He was a devotee of Lord Swaminarayan. He
understood the greatness of Maharaj and gifted this building to Him. Then Shriji Maharaj modified the house as needed.
Krpanathé krpa kari tyanya, karyéo arambha kartikamanya;
narayanamola manhi prabhateé, lakhé patri prabhu bhali bhaté.
- Shree Harililamrut K.8, V.48
O devotees! Maharaj started writing the Shikshapatriin Narayanmol from the month of Kartak until Vasant Panchami,

i.e. forthree months. Then, he took all the work and went to Hari Mandap to complete the Shikshapatri, which is made of 212

verses. It can be said that the raw draft of the Shikshapatri was written in Narayanmol.
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(48) Shrihari Mandap

Harimandapa hala ché jyanya, éka kotho asala hato tyanya;
pasé rahiné té kotho padavyo, harimandapa hariyé karavyo.
Mota santa tatha hari bhakta, dharé dhyana visayathi virakta;
bija aksaradhamana mukta, avi dhyana dharé pritiyukta.
Ameé té'oné puchiyurh jyaré, bolya mukta magana tha'l tyare;
ati uttama éha jagya che, éné aksarané é&kata che.
Ahi ripa tamarurh ché jéha, disé tyam pana téhanum téha;
avi a sthalé éetala saru, dhyana to amé dhariyé tamarum.

- Sriharililamrut K.1, V.15, Kadi.14

O devotees! Where Hari Mandap is now, there was another
structure during Shri Harij's time. It was demolished by the Lord and
replaced by the Hari Mandap. In this Hari Mandap, great saints and
devotees who were detached from worldly pleasures meditated because this
isasuitable place tositand meditatein solitude.

O devotees! Shri Hariji said, "Mukto of Akshardham meditate in Hari Mandap, so | asked
the reason, 'why do you leave Akshardham and come here to meditate?"” Then, the Mukto said to me,
“Maharaj! Akshardham and this Hari Mandap are one in the same. You have the human form here. We also see
the same formin Akshardham and that is why we come here to meditate in Hari Mandap.”

O devotees! After Shri Hariji made the Hari Mandap, whenever He came to Vadtal, He used to stay there. In the Hari
Mandap, just like in Gadhpur, when Shukanand Swamiwas writing a letter at night and the lamp went out, Maharaj extended

His right foot and light emerged from His toe allowing Swami to complete the letter.

O devotees! The most special feature of the Hari Mandap is that the 'Shikshapatri', the code of conduct of the
Swaminarayan sect, was written by Maharaj in this place. Therefore, it is a special place for the sampraday. Yogiraj
Gopalanand Swami has also compared Hari Mandap to Akshardham in his writing. Currently, Ghanshyam Maharaj is
installed in Hari Mandap and there are some prasadiitems there too. Recently, there was a major renovation of Hari Mandap
by the Vadtal Sansthan, under the observation of Dr. Santvallabh Swami.
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(49) Shikshapatri composition

Ghana jivana kalyana kaje, vicaryumm manamam maharaje;

saksapatri racurn €ka sari, sarva sastrano sara ud'dhari.

Jéma para pamadava hétu, racé sagara upara sétu;

Stksapatri pramané jo cale, bhavapara pameé kali kale.

- Shree Harililamrut K.5, V.5
O devotees! On Monday, Maha Sud Vasant Panchami of Samvat 1882 (February 12, 1826), Shri Hariji wrote
Shikshapatriin the 'Hari Mandap'. This Shikshapatri has 212 verses and has the essence of all scriptures. He said this scripture
is 'Sarvajivahitavah,' meaning it is for the welfare of all living beings. He also said, “understand My words to be My
personified form”. Additionally, He instructed all of His followers to read the

Shikshapatridaily.

Thereasons for writing the 'Shikshapatri' are:
o To facilitate easy understanding of the deeper topics of the spiritual path ...

o To provide guidance on achieving the goals of life: dharma, artha, kam, and
ultimate liberation

o To provide guidance onthe spiritual, economic, physical, and social aspects of life ...
o Toinspire peaceful and happy social life...

o To sustain humanity

o To protect followers from falling prey to addictions and superstitions

o Toreveal and provide protection frominner enemies

o To provide daily guidance on various aspects of daily life

O devotees! At a time when one is far deviated from a righteous and spiritual life, the content of the Shikshapatri acts
as anorth star or compass to help one find and remain on the right path.

Just as a mother nourishes her child by feeding it milk, the Shikshapatri nourishes our spiritual body. The Shikshapatri
has apparently trivial instructions, such as where to spit and where not to spit, as well as information on the deepest purpose
of life — realizing the true identity as the soul and developing devotion for the super soul. Therefore, one should read the
Shikshapatri daily and practice the instructions. This will please Maharaj.

Cheli vata @ ché mani Iejo re, Siksapatri pramané sahu ré'jyo re.
Siksapatri manhi amé ré'surn ré, rahi émarh sahuné sukha désurn ré.
- Pu.Prakash: Type: 48
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(50) Vachnamrut in Vadtal -

Daravajathi uttara manya, 1116 'mbado ché éka tyanya;
saji Syameé sabha ghanivara, taharh apya ché paraca apara.
Taharh vato kari vali jéha, vacanamrta manhi ché téha;

- Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.16

O devotees! Lord Shri Swaminarayan came to this
Earth for the welfare of infinite souls and delivered
sermons with the essence of all scriptures on various
occasions. His sermons were compiled by four Sadgurus
inascripture named 'Vachanamrut'.

O devotees! Vachanamrut is the testimony of
Purushottam Narayan. In this scripture, Shriji Maharaj
has explained the principles of all the scripturesin such a
way that the philosophy can be understood by all.

O devotees! Remember: It is called infatuation when someone sees more value in other scriptures than the
Vachanamrut. There are great scriptures, but one should not compare them with the Vachanamrut. Shriji Maharaj says in the
Vachanamrut, in the Gadhada Il - 28: “I have delivered it having heard and having extracted the essence form the Vedas, the
shastras, the Purans, and all other words on this earth pertaining to liberation.”

O devotees! All the saints and devotees of Swaminarayan Sampraday regularly read, listen and study this scripture. All
of the readers try their best to follow the path established by Shri Hariji according to their faith. They also gain useful insight
on life and inspiration from this scripture.

O devotees! As we already know, Vachanamrut is a collection of discourses given at different places at different times.
Vadtaldham is one of the places where the Vachanamrut discourses took place. Shriji Maharaj has preached to different
spiritual aspirants in different places according to their needs. He answered the questions asked from different points of view
to make progress on the spiritual path.

O devotees! There are 262 chapters in the Vachanamrut scripture. Of the 262, 20 chapters have discourses given in
Vadtal. Amongthose 20 Vachanamruts,

e 7Vachanamruts were underthe neemtree,

e 1 Vachanamrut was at the haveli,

¢ 3Vachanamruts were under the mango tree near Gomti,
e 4Vachanamruts were on the platform near the temple,
e 2 Vachanamruts were inside the temple,

¢ 1Vachanamrut wasin the temple mandap,

e 1Vachanamrut was at Rupchoki,

¢ 1Vachanamrut was near thetemple
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: (51) Acharyas :

Hariyé dattaputroné jyaré, béya acarajo karya tyare;

sthapya daksiné $riraghuvira, sama avadhyaprasadaji dhira.
pota potana désana jana, karé acarya kérum puajana.
—Shree HarililamrutK.1, V.15
O devotees! Shri Hariji had arrived in Vadtal for the
Karthiki Samayo in Samvat 1882. On Ekadashi, a large assembly

of devotees was held. The Dharmkul and many sadguru saints
were present there. Shri Hariji said: "Ramanand Swami gave me

the responsibility of leading the sampraday and protecting the
dharma. So, | have nurtured the dharma and expanded our sampraday. Now, | want to retire and do bhakti. So, | am adopting
my nephews Raghuvirji and Ayodhyaprasadji as my sons and giving them Dharmadhura (leadership) of the Swaminarayan
Sampraday.”

O devotees! At that time, behind the temple, Raghuvirji Maharaj and Ayodhyaprasadji Maharaj were seated on two
decorated platforms. With the rituals prescribed in the Vedas, pujan of the two Acharyas was performed. Raghuvirji Maharaj
was appointed as the Acharya of Vadtal Diocese (South Desha) and Ayodhyaprasadji Maharaj was appointed as the Acharya
of Ahmedabad Diocese (North Desha). This historic event was on the 11th day of the bright half of Kartik, Samvat 1882 (Nov.
21,1825).

O devotees! Then Shri Hariji instructed devotees under the Vadtal Diocese to do pujan of Raghuvirji Maharaj and
devotees of Ahmedabad Diocese to do pujan of Ayodhyaprasadji Maharaj. Then, Shri Hariji established the wives of the two
Acharyas, also known as Gadiwala, as the Gurus of female devotees. He also instructed female devotees to do pujan of
Gadiwala. Then Shriji Maharaj explained the glory of Acharyas.

Dharmavansi acaraja manya ré, sada rahyoé churn mari icchaya ré.
Ati dharmavala jo'm jana ré, ré'va mani gayurm marurh mana ré.
Mate ené pujé hurn pujano ré, té to jarura jana mana jano re.
Enurh jéné karyurh sanamana ré, téné marurh karyurn ché nidana ré.

— Pu.Prakash : 40
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(52) Saints' Dharmshala

Kotha piirava pascima kéra, béya sobhita sarasa ghanéra;
dharmasala bé vaccé canavi, bhali bhaktajano mana bhavi.
Tahar santani panktiyo thaya, prabhu poté pirasava jaya;
dhan'ya dhan'ya té dharmasalané, va'lo vicarya bahu éha sthaneé.
Carasénya ané channunvara, pharya tyam prabhu parkti mojhara;

—Shree HarililamrutK.1, V.16

O devotees! Currently, on the north side of the
temple there is the Kothari Shri's Office. Behind the
office, there is a huge Dharmshala. During the time of
Shriji Maharaj, there were more than 500 saints living on

the two floors, which led to the name Dharmshala. This
Dharmshala was built by Shriji Maharaj.

O devotees! Whenever devotees sponsored a meal for the saints, Shri Hariji Himself would serve the saints and show
his affection by offering them sweets five times. Shriji Maharaj came 496 times to serve prasad to saints in the Dharmshala.

O devotees! Gopalanand Swami, Manjukeshanand Swami, Swayamprakashanand Swami and Nityananda Swami had
stayed in this Dharmshala for many years. At present, there are asanas of these sadgurus. Many saints and devotees go there
every day for darshan.

O devotees! Gopalanand Swami himself used to give discourses on Vachanamrut and explain the essence of the
Vachanamrut. In the Dharmshala, Gopalanand Swami offered a banana to a Parsi child who was mute. After eating the
banana, the child started to speak. At present, Mahapuja is performed in this place every day. Many saints and devotees
come to this place and sing kirtans, do dandwat, recite the Bhaktachintamani chapter describing the glories of
Gopalanand Swami, etc. One should visit the Dharamshala where such pious saints resided. In this place, many items

of ShriHariji's prasadi are also kept for darshan. So do visit this Dharamshala with reverence.
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: (53) Akshar-Bhuvan

Devalaya thaki daksina bhaga, jo'T srihariyé sari jagya;
bolya srimukhé srihari tyarmi, thasé aksarabhuvana amn.
Mari prasadivastu apara, sthapase eha bhuvana mojhara;

nara nariydo darasana karasé, mari murtiné antara dharase.
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— Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.15

il

O devotees! Once, Shri Hariji was standing at the south entrance of the
temple along with saints and devotees. Pointing to the open space on the
south side of the temple, Shri Hariji said that there will be a big museum here.
The museum will have lots of prasadiitems (items that have been used by Shri
Hariji) and many men and women will derive pleasure from doing darshan of

those prasadiitems.
O devotees! This Akshar-Bhuvan was built by our third Acharya Shri

Viharilalji Maharaj. Maharajshri, went to many satsang villages and inspired

devotees to donate the prasadi items they had in their possession for the

benefit of the whole satsang community. Thus, the gathered prasadi items
were placed in the Akshar Bhuvan for everyone to do darshan. This was one of
the most significant accomplishments of Shri Viharilali Maharaj, a selfless project for the benefit of all devotees.

O devotees! The tenure of Acharya Shri Viharilalji Maharaj was from Samvat 1935 to 1955. He was at the forefront of

the Vadtal diocese for 20 years. During his time, a stone perimeter was built around Gomti Lake. He performed the pratistha

of the Ghanshyam Maharajidols on the first floor of Akshar-Bhuvan and in the Harimandap.

O devotees! Saints were serving and doing darshan of the Ghanshyam Maharaj idol on the first floor. This idol has the
real hair of Shriji Maharaj at the place of the shikha, but it is not visible from the front view. Shri Viharilalji Maharaj formally

installed the idols for the benefit of all devotees.
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(54) Pratistha of Rachhodrai

Pandé gopalaji maharaja, ranachodajini chabi  kaja;
gaya hata dungarapara jéha, chabi lai avya varatala teha.
Pratima muki varatala manya, gaya poté hata hari tyanya;
dada khacarané darabara, sabhamam hata jaga karatara.

— Shree Harililamrut K.9, V.12

O devotees! The reason for Ranchodrai's arrival in Vadtal is detailed in the
Harililamrut Kalash 8 — Visharam 45. It so happened that Dwarikadhish came to Vadtal
from Dwarika and was established in the idol of Narayan by Shriji Maharaj.
Ichcharambhai's son Gopalji wondered about the idol of Narayan. The Dwarkadhish idol
in Dwarika is black while the Narayanidol in Vadtal is white. In Vadtal, the idol is known as
Lakshminarayan, not Ranchodrai. Therefore, he thought, 'it would be nice if the dark idol

of Sri Ranchodrai were to be installed in Vadtal.'

O devotees! Shri Hariji is omniscient. He understood Gopalji's curiosity. He
explained to Gopalji, “Krishna is Narayan and Narayan is Krishna. See them as one. But |

III

concur with your wish fora Ranchodraiido

O devotees! Then, at the behest of Shri Hariji, Gopalji brought an idol of

Ranchodrai from Dungarpur village in Rajasthan and requested the Lord to do its

pratistha in Vadtal. However, since Maharaj was ill, He instructed the young Acharya
Raghuvirji Maharaj, “You go to Vadtal on my behalf, attend Chaitri Samayo and do pratistha of Shri

Ranchodrai.”

O devotees! Both of the Acharyas came to Vadtal. In the presence of thousands of devotees

and hundreds of saints, on the occasion of Chaitri Samayo, pratistha of Sri Ranchodrai was done by
the Acharyas. It was Samvat 1886, on the 7th day of the bright half of the month Chaitra. Acharya
Raghuvirji Maharaj did the pratistha aarti and dandwat. The saints and devotees started

cheering..."ShriRanchodrayaniJai... Shri DwarikadhishniJai..."
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"~ (55) Prasadi Neem Tree

Daravajathi uttara manya, 1116 limbado ché éka tyanya;

saji Syameé sabha ghanivara, taham apya ché paraca apara.
—Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.16

O devotees! Acharya Shri Raghuvirji Maharaj lived along
with Gadiwala in front of the temple, just north. He also hosted
other Dharmakul guests there. There used to be a neem tree
there. Now, there is a chhatri. It is just inside the temple, by the

gate.

O devotees! Under this neem tree, Shri Hariji had given many
discourses. Among the 262 discourses recorded in Vachanamrut,
there are 7 discourses that occurred under that neem tree. They were
Vadtal 10th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th, and 20th.

O devotees! Once, Shri Hariji was sitting under the neem tree

along with saints and devotees. At that time, Dakshini Bapubhai Gardi
came with soldiers to capture Shri Hariji. He was the deputy commander of Sayajirao. He came and said,
"Come on, Swaminarayan, | have come to take you. Look at my weapon. If you don't come, | will use the

weapon.” After saying so, Bapubhai started swinging his spear.

O devotees! Then, Shri Hariji took a mala (rosary) in his hand. The mala was spinning like a Sudarshan
Chakra (spinning on his index finger). Shri Hariji said, “Bapubhai! See this is my brahmsastra.” As Shri Hariji
said so, intense light and the sound “Swaminarayan” started to emanate from the spinning mala. Atthe
same time, Bapubhai saw Shri Hariji's divine form, the one with four hands. Immediately, Bapubhai
came to his senses. He started to do dandwat of Shri Hariji and accepted Shri Hariji as God. He
became a devotee and worshipped Shri Hariji for the rest of his life.

Additionally, a learned Shastrialso got darshan of the divine form of Shri Hariji at this spot.

O devotees! When the light came out of the mala and lit a big branch of the neem tree,
that branch no longer had bitter leaves like any other neem branch. As long as the neem
tree remained, the leaves of that branch remained sweet. There is a chhatri (a small
monument) at that spot. One should visit this spot with reverence.
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(56) Prasadi Buraj :

Purva kotha manhi muktananda, rahéta ura dhari ananda;
ghani vara taham ghanasyama, poté vicarya ché puranakama.

— Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.16

O devotees! Initially, the temple had four Buraj (tower-like structures
from which a large gathering can be addressed) at the four corners of the
temple. Over time, three of the burages were removed. The one remaining
buraj is on the east side of the long porch of the Dharmashala and can be

seen next to the big gate.

O devotees! When there were a large number of devotees gathered,

Shriji Maharajwould sit or stand on the tower and give darshan to thousands of devotees while addressing them.

O devotees! The idols of Sri Laxminarayan Dev were kept in a room of this tower when they were brought from
Vadodara to Bochasan and from there to Vadtal. The idols were covered with a cloth. After seeing the idols, Nityanand Swami
went to Maharaj and said, “Maharaj! Narayan's weapons are not in the right position. Come and see.” Then, Shri Hariji went
to see. He entered the room and removed the covering from the idol of Laxminarayan. The weapons were in the right place!
This is the place where that event happened. Also, it is the place where my

Adi Guru Mahamuni Muktanand Swamiresided.

O devotees! After Muktanand Swami, his disciple Adharanand
Swami lived in that room. In that room, Adharanand Swami wrote the
Haricharitramrut Sagar. The Haricharitramrut Sagar is the longest scripture
of Hinduism. It is a huge scripture like Mahabharata, written in the Hindi
language. This scripture has 98,145 verses in the form of Chopai, Duha,

Sortha etc. Therefore, one should do darshan of Buraj.
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(57) Monument in the Pradakshina

Havé sthana bija tani vata, kahum té tamé sambhalo bhrata;
mandiré ché pradaksina jéha, jano prabhupada ankita €ha.
Eka masa sudhi rudi rité, pharya s6 so pradaksina nityé;
nijadasané siksana kama, karé évi kriya ghanasyama.

—Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.15

O devotees! Lord Swaminarayan Himself is Purushottam Narayan. He
didn't have to do bhajan-bhakti, but since He was in the form of a human being,
He did such things to set an example for us. He acted like an ideal devotee. He
used to get up inthe morning and perform pooja every day. He also did dandwat
in pooja. He used to go for darshan of deities daily. Not only would He do
darshan with reverence, but he would also do dandwat to Gopinathji Maharaj
and Lakshminarayan Dev at Gadhpur and Vadtal, respectively.

O devotees! When Chaturmas comes, saints and devotees take on
additional devotional endeavors. When the month of Shravan comes, saints
and devotees take on even more additional devotional endeavors. In the same
way, Lord Swaminarayan also took on an additional devotional activity during
the month of Shravan. He would do 100 pradakshina around Sri

Lakshminarayan Dev everyday for one month.

O devotees! One who has done 10 pradakshina of Lakshminarayan Dev can appreciate how much time it takes to do
that and how physically exhausting it is. While doing the pradakshina, when He got physically tired, like a normal human
being, He briefly paused to rest. That spot where Shri Hariji used to rest, has a small monument today. In Harililamrut and
Harismriti, Sadguru Nishkulanand Swamirecorded these events:

Vali hari mandirané pharatar, dragé ditha ché. So s6 pradaksina karatam, dragé ditha che.

Jotam murti sundara sari, dragé ditha ché. Dhatu pasana pata pyari, dragé ditha che.
Tené dandavat jo karatam, dragé ditha ché. Vali samu jo'mt bahu ré'ta, dragé ditha che.
— Harismruti: Chintamni - 4
O devotees! When we are doing pradakshina, it would be appropriate to pause at the monument and bow down
while remembering Shri Hariji. We may even dare to attempt 100 pradakshina ourselves from time to time.
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darshan everyday.

(58) Gadiwala place

O devotees! When Shriji Maharaj lived in Gadhpur,
Acharya ShriRaghuvirji Maharaj and his family also lived in
Gadhada. After Shriji Maharaj left for Akshardham,
Raghuvirji Maharaj moved with his family to Vadtal and
took residence on the floor above where the main office is
located now.

O devotees! The west side of the floor is now called
“Gadiwalano medo.” This is because at one point when
Shriji Maharaj was still on this Earth, Raghuvirji Maharaj
arranged for a big “gadi” (an elevated seat for a revered
person) to be placed here. He first asked Shri Hariji to sit on
it and did His pujan and aarti. After moving to Vadtal,
Raghuvirji Maharaj kept the gadi there so he could do its

O devotees! At the conclusion of the ceremony in which the two Acharyas were established, Shriji Maharaj took both

of the Acharyas to the gadi and had both of them sit on the gadi. He then did aarti of the newly appointed Acharyas.

O devotees! After that, Shri Hariji instructed Raghuvirji Maharaj to sit on the gadi every day. So, Raghuvirji Maharaj,

during his free time, used to sit on the gadi and engage in devotional activities like singing hymns, practicing devotion, and

reading.

(59) Grand Sabha Mandap

Abhésinha suno dhari pyara, sabhamandapa ché jéha thara;
taharh to éka khétara hatum, sanghané tyam utaravanurih thaturn.
Junagadha né vadodara kéra, utarya hata bhakta ghanéra;
teha jagya visé bahuvara, jamya ché ja't dharmakumara.
Tethi prthvi prasadini thai ché, dhyanina dhyanamar rahi gai che;

—Shree HarililamrutK.1, V.16

O devotees! The huge two-story assembly hall
currently behind the temple is not considered prasadi
because during Shri Hariji's time, there was farmland in its
place. During major festivals in Vadtal, temporary tents
and settlements were constructed in this farmland for
visiting devotees. Often, the farmland was allocated to
devotees coming from Sorath, Kanam, and Vakal.

O devotees! During the festivities, female devotees whose accommodations were in the farmland used to invite Shri

Hariji to come there for a meal. Accepting their heartfelt invitation, Shri Hariji went to the farmland for many meals. So, the

landis prasadiin that sense.

O devotees! The currently seen huge Sabha Mandap (assembly hall) was built by “SadguruPavitranand Swami”. The

Sabha Mandap was constructed in Samvat 1925. When this assembly hall was completed, it was inaugurated with

O devotees! Si Ach Maharaj i h holder, h ided th ith his wife. In th
evotees: oince Acharya Viahara) 15 a householder, he resiae ere wi 1s wite. In LIS the blessings of the second Acharya Shri Bhagwatprasadji Maharaj. At that time, the construction of

he is called “Gadiwala”. iwala's pl [ hought of he pl
Sampraday, she is called “Gadiwala”. So, Gadiwala's place can also be thought of as the place the Sabha Mandap was completed at a cost of 80 to 81 thousand rupees.
where “Gadiwala” resided with Raghuvirji Maharajshree.

O devotees! Presently, there are prasadi idols, prasadi objects and a picture of O devotees! This assembly hall was inaugurated 49 years after Shri Hariji left His
Acharya Shri Raghuvirji Maharaj in that place. The “gadi” is also kept there. So, one human form on this Earth. The Sabha Mandap dimensions are 143 feet X 58 feet.
should do darshan of the “gadi” with reverence to please Shri

Harikrishna Maharaj.
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(60) Narayan Bagh and Well

Mandirétht jé uttarabhaga, ban'yo jyam ché narayanabaga;
ju'o jagya taham sudhi jé ché, haricaranathi ankita & ché.
Gama patéla adike jyare, api té bagani bhiumi tyare;
sriji'é kahyum dadaguriné, kari baga $obhavo a bhineé.
Prabhutanandaji santa jéha, kahévata dadaguru téha;
kavo khodavyo srijiyeé tyanya, nahya té jalathi hariraya.
Snananur jala té badhurh rakhyurh, dadaguruyé té kiipamarh nankhyurh;
taharh baga banaviyo saro, dékhi boliya dharmadularo.
Anurh nama narayanabaga, narayana kiipa jano a jaga;
baga té sthalamarh mana bhavyo, prabhuyé pasé rahiné karavyo.
—Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.19

O devotees! Onthe north side of the temple, on the banks of Gomtiji, there is

a magnificent Gaushala. This place was named “Narayan Bagh”. It was called
“bagh” (garden) because the land was donated by Patidars (farmers) of Vadtal and

Shri Hariji asked Prabhutanand Swami to make a nice garden in this land. | will have
a well dug to water the plants and trees there. Then, when the well was dug, and the water flowed in it, Dadaguru
Prabhutanandjitook out some water and bathed Shri Hhariji and poured the water into the well and made it prasadi.

O devotees! When the water came, Dadaguru planted many kinds of fruit trees and flower plants on the land.
Eventually, the fruits from the land were also offered to Shri Hariji.

O devotees! There used to be a small room in Narayan Bagh where
Dadagururesided. Inthatroom, Narayanjibhai Suthar painted animage of Shri
Hari on the wall. That picture is also present and there is a small monument
where, at one point, Maharaj had his meal. Currently, there is a huge cowshed
forthe temple, in which 250 cows are kept. They are all Gir cows. At present, my
Gurubhai Munivallabh Swami is managing the Gaushala, as well as the farming
of the temple land. Thus, this place and the well are of prasadi and are not to be

missed for darshan.
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" (61) Shami - Pujan

Avyo dasara tano dina jyaré, sami pajava nisarya tyareé.
Bhalurm dharu talava jé thama, aja ché jénurm gomatinama;
hala chatri karavi ché jyanya, $riji né santa jai bétha tyanya.
Khiba kathi'e khélavyam ghodar, ko' ékalam ko't sajodarn;
jéma vijali avé né jaya, ghoda dodatam éma dékhaya.
Hato khijado uttaramanya, pujavané prabhti gaya tyanya;
gora daya meéta vanamali, téné paja karavi rupall.

—Shree HarililamrutK.7, V.48

O devotees! The day of “Vijayadasmi” is the 10th
day of the bright half of the month Aso. On this day, Lord
Rama killed Ravana. Additionally, this is the day on which

the Pandavas came out of hiding. The Pandavas were secretly living in a cemetery in Virat Nagar for a year. They hid their
weapons on a Khizada tree and after one year, on the day of Vijayadasmi, they collected their weapons from the tree and did
pujan of the tree asappreciation. They also did pujan of the weapons.

O devotees! The tradition of pujan of weapons and horse racing has existed among the Kshatriyas for five thousand
years. Knowing this tradition, Shri Hariji Maharaj used to go to the Khizada tree pujan every year.

O devotees! Even in Vadtal, whenever Shri Hariji was there on the day of Dussehra (Vijayadasmi), He would go to the
Gomti Lake to do pujan of the Khizada tree. According to that tradition, Maharaj once came to Gomtiaccompanied by people
playing various musical instruments like dhol, trasa, etc. Maharaj performed pujan of the Khizada tree. Then, kathi devotees
showed off their horse riding skills and pleased Maharaj. At that spot, currently, there is a small monument. So go there and
pay homage with the memory of Maharaj.
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(62) Monument at the center of Gomtiji

Madhyabhaga talavano jyanya, jhada kothitanum haturh tyanya;
taham jai bésata ghanasyama, jota khodyanum calé té kama.
Teha jagyanurn mahatmya jani, ati antaramarm muda ani;
bhagavatprasadé bhali rité, éka o6to6 karavyo ché prite.
— Shree Harililamrut K.1, V.19
O devotees! In the center of the Gomti Lake, there was a square
elevated structure. Saints used to swim to it. Recently, the structure has
been renovated. Now, at the place of the structure, there is a small

temple with Nilkanthvarni's idol installed within. Also, a walkway from
one side of the Gomti to the temple has been constructed. This way

anyone can walk to the center of Gomti for darshan of Nilkanthvarni's
idol.

O devotees! While the digging of Gomtiji was in progress, Lord Swaminarayan Himself used to visit there and show His
pleasure to the devotees serving there.

O devotees! During the construction of the temple, Maharaj used to sit under a big Kothi tree and give suggestions, if
needed.

O devotees! During the day, devotees and saints dug, and at night, demigods worked. So, the Dharu Lake was
transformed into the huge Gomti Lake. Today, thousands of men and women bathe in the Gomti Lake, especially on
auspicious days.

O devotees! As noted earlier, with recent renovations, Nilkanthvarni has beeninstalled at the center of the Gomti Lake,
along with a walkway for devotees to reach there. The original platform was constructed by the inspiration of Acharya Shri
Bhagwatprasadji Maharaj and recent renovation was done with inspiration from Ghanshyamprakashdasji Swami (Chairman
Shri of the time) and Nilkanthcharandasji Swami (Chief Kothari of the time). Assistant Kotahri Shri Devprakashdasji Swami
has been instrumental in completing the recent renovation. Itis easy for one to walk to the center of Gomti. Lots of devotees
dosoandyouare encouraged todo so as well.
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(63) Vachanamrut discourses at Gomti

O devotees! Vachanamrut discourses are really important
for devotees. The discourses are like nectar extracted from the
ocean of spiritual knowledge. One of the unique features of the
Vachanamrut is that it is in a question and answer format. It has
eternal knowledge.

In the Vachanamrut, one can find precise methods,
according to the merits and qualifications of the seeker, to
conquer the inner enemies like lust, anger, and greed. The
Vachanamrut also presents the path to achieve Dharma, Gyan,
Vairagya and Bhakti.

O devotees! The Vachanamrut is like an herb that cures the

many ills that a spiritual seeker encounters on their path. One
must make serious efforts to study this scripture.

O devotees! There are a total of 262 chapters in the Vachanamrut. Of those, 20 Vachanamrut chapters are about
discourses that occurredin Vadtal.

The first Vadtal Vachanamrut took place under the mango tree near Gomti. The discourse was about “Nirvikalp
Samadhi” and the main conclusions were: 1. “Nirvikalp Samadhi” is superior to “Ashtang Yog Samadhi”; 2. One who aspires
for liberation should develop enmity towards his mind.

The second Vadtal Vachanamrut also took place under the mango tree near Gomti. The title of this chapter is
“Understanding God through Four Scriptures”. To comprehensively understand God, one should study the four scriptures:
Shankya, Yog, Pachratra and Vedant.

The fifth Vadtal Vachanamrut also took place under the mango tree near Gomti. This Vachanamrut helps us realize

that God transcends maya and maya's products.

Thereisamonument at the place where these discourses took place near Gomti. One should go there for darshan.

87



(64) Kedareshwar Mahadevj Monument by the Gomti

O devotees! Lord Swaminarayan had bathed in
many lakes and rivers before he arrived in Gujarat. Even
after arriving in Gujarat, when He went on a Satsang
Vicharan (a trip to visit devotees), He rarely missed an
opportunity to pause and bathe when he came across
ponds or rivers in His path. When time permitted, He

would enjoy water sports with others, just like an

ordinary person.

O devotees! The rivers and ponds where Shri Hariji

bathed, became places of pilgrimage and the lives of
those who bathed in those prasadi waters also became

spiritual.

O devotees! In front of Gomtiji was a large Kadamba tree. Shri Hariji

used to climb on the tree and dive into the Gomti Lake. He would also
O devotees! Shri Hariji had visited many temples of various deities during his journey as Nilkanthvarni. Among those play water sports in Gomtiji. Shri Hariji has bathed in Gomtiji

temples, Nilkanthvarni visited more temples of Mahadevji than any other deity. In Vachanamrut Loya-1, Shri Hariji explains many times. There is a small monument with charnarvind

the reason for this, “Why do | respect Shivji? | do so because Shivji is a renunciant, a yogi and a great devotee of 13 (S Sf312l8 TUEE) Sl Lnefl) (HEe) 69 (ke Etele (e

— water sports in Gomtji. So, do not miss out on visiting
od.

this spot by Gomtiji.
O devotees! When Shri Hariji Maharaj arrived at Vadtal, He visited the Mahadev temple which is

near the pond in front of Gyanbagh. During His visit, He did pujan of Mahadeviji. Thus, the temple
has a special significance. It is said that if one does darshan of Mahadeviji at this temple, he or she
will get the merits of doing darshan of Kedarnath in the Himalayas. So, we should not miss an

opportunity to do darshan of the Mahadev temple near Gyanbagh.
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(66) Monument on the north shores of Gomtiji

O devotees! There used to be a big mango tree near the north side of Gomtiji, close to the water tank. Under
this tree, ShriHariji used to meet with the saints and devotees working there. While the work of Gomtiji was ongoing,

ShriHariji expressed His pleasure by serving food and embracing those who were working.

O devotees! Sitting under that mango tree, Shriji Maharaj often ate its mangoes and gave the prasadi of his
plate to devotees. There was a well next to this mango tree. Shri Hariji often bathed in its water. He also held
guestion-and-answer sessions with saints and devotees there. In order to preserve the memory of this place forever,

Shriji Maharaj's charnarvind have been installed there. One should visit this place.
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(67) Raghuveer Bagh - (Wadi)

Ml et ST 2o arars 6,

O devotees! Raghuveerbagh is located on the westside of Gomti. It is now known as 'Raghuveer Wadi'. This
land used to be the farms of Joban Pagi and others. All those farms were frequented by Shri Hariji. Thereisawellon
the west side of the Wadi and a big mango tree nearby. One time, Variyali Bai made Hindustani food and Maharaj

ate that meal there.

O devotees! There was also a tamarind tree in Raghuveer Bagh. One time, Ganga Ba of Jetalpur cooked for
Shri Hariji and Shri Hariji ate there. Under that tree, there used to be spiritual discussions with Maharaj. So, one

should go there for darshan.
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(68) Monkeys with Rosary

Nava dharusaré java kajé, ura iccha kari maharjje;
ati sari saji asavari, calya dharusaré giradhari.
Karisnana didham bahu dana, sabha palé sajibhagavana;
jaham béthaka ché bhali 3ja, birajya taharh sSrimaharaja.
Avyo vandaro éka é tané, théki jhadé cadyo té thékané;
kathiyo ténurh jo't vadana, bolava lagya marma vacana.
Ramacandra pasé hanumana, nala nila hasé a samana;

pana raksasa sathé té vara, ladya hathé dhari hathiyara.

—Shree HarililamrutK.8, V.5

O devotees! Thisis an event prior to Gomtiji's arrival in Vadtal from Dwarika. Previously, the lake was known as Dharu
Lake. One day, Shri Hariji went to bathe in Dhara Lake with saints and devotees. After bathing, Maharaj donated to the
poverty-stricken people present there. Then, He started to discuss scriptures with the saints and devotees. Suddenly, a
monkey showed up and climbed a tree. Seeing this, the Kathi devotees asked Shri Hariji, “Were the monkeys who went to
war with Sri Ram in Lanka like this monkey? How should one understand the famous devotees of Ram like Hanumaniji, Nala,
Neel, Sugriva and others, who fought with the big monster Ravan?”

O devotees! Then, Maharaj said, “The monkeys of that time were just like these monkeys, but their unbelievable
strength to fight came only by the will of God.” Then, the Kathi devotees suggested, “Maharaj! Call this monkey and make it
dosomething special. That will help us understand the historical events”.

O devotees! Shri Hariji raised His finger and gestured to the monkey. Immediately, he came to Maharaj. So the Lord
gave him amala (rosary).
Mala api téné krpanathé, la'i phéravava lagyo hathg;

vali ramakathani copa'l, bolava lagyo te ga'i ga'l

O devotees! Then, Shri Hariji looked at the monkey. The body of the monkey grew immensely, becoming as large as a
big mountain. Then, with a big mountain in his hand, he disappeared in the sky. The location of this event has a monument

today, so go forits darshan. -

(69) Prasadi Brahmi plant

O devotees! Just as Yogiraj Gopalanand Swami
installed Hanumanji Maharaj in Sarangpur, Swami planted a
plant called Brahmi in Raghuveer Wadi in Vadtaldham. It is
known to have magical powers to cure mental disorders.
However, | have to write with regret that there is no Brahmi

plant currently.

O devotees! Presently, in front of
the Gaushala, there is Acharyasri Smriti
Mandir. There, the first Acharya Shri
Raghuvirji Maharaj's earthly body was
cremated. A temple-like monument has
been erected there in his memory. Every

acharyais cremated in this place.




L (71) Conclusion

Harivara varatalamam vasiné, nijajanana manamarn bahu thasing;
adabhiita sukha sarvanéca apyar, aja hara adi thaki na jaya mapyar.
Parama punita prthvi prthvipala, pura varatala tani ghani rasala;
punita supuri sata jé ganaya, pana varatala samana té na thaya.
Gadhapura varatala dhama kévam, sarira visé subha nétra joda jévar;
najara kari juvo virata manhi, avara na éha samana dhama kyanhr.
Prabhupada paracya vinanurh kyari, nathi ghara to varatala gamamanmi;
pana ghara ati mukhya té ganavyam, smrti anusara sanéhathi sunavyar.

— Shree Harililamrut

O Beloved saints and devotees! No one can write all the glory and history of Vadtaldham, so how can I? | have only
sung and written the glory of Vadtaldham with my limited capabilities. | beg for blessings from all the saints and devotees. |
dedicate this book to Harikrushna Maharaj and SriLakshminarayan Dev.

Author:
Swami Brahmaswarupadas: Kandari Gurukul — Vadtaldham

Guruvarya: Sadguru Shastri Shri Ghanshyamprakashdasji Swami 'Kothari Shri Vadtal Sansthan'

Writing Beginning: Samvat 2075 Shravan Sud — 5
Writing finished: Samvat 2075 Shravan Sud - 11
Date: August 5, 2019 - August 11, 2019.
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9.

" “Scripture References”

Vachanamrut
Bhaktachintamani
Satsangijivan
Niskulanandkavya
Adbhutanand Swami nivato
Shri Harililakalpataru

Shri Harililamrut
Bhakt-Akhyan

Vadtal Mahatmya

10. Vadtaldham Sandrbha

Paravani of Shriji Maharaj.
Sadguru Nishkulanand Swami
Sadguru Shatanand Swami
Sadguru Nishkulanand Swami
Sadguru Adbhutanand Swami
Sadguru Achityanand Brahmachari
Achary Shri Viharilalji Maharaj
Sadguru Gyanjivandasji Swami
Shastri Keshavprasaddasji Swami

Professor Harendra Bhatt
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Book Name Year Published Book Name Year Published
PragataGungana 1994 KidhoYajnaDabhanma 2010
JAanaSarita 1995 MangarolmaSrijiMaharaj 2011
SatsangijivanaSagaramanthana 1997 AtmaBodha 2012
MohanajinéMalvané 1997 Lojdhamanilila 2013
Jivana-Yatra 2004 Krupa-mukti 2014
ManavatanaDivada 2004 MuktinaUpay 2014
VaniVivek 2004 LilaLoyadhamant 2016
JivanaékaSnéhalaranum 2004 Dharagamanilila 2019
AmanaviyKrurta 2004 | AdarsalivanPrasango 2019
SilvantaSantoSabalajo 2009 | ApanuVadataldhama 2019

List of books authored by Brahmswarupdasi Swami
1. Mani Temple 2. NarendraBhuvan 9. RaghuvirVadi 18. Gopitalavdi

A.Sabha Mandap 3. Tran Darvaja 10. Aabano Oto 19. KhodiyarMataji
B. Hari Mandap 4. Bus Stand 11. GamgalioKuvo 20.TadanTalav
C.AksharBhuvan 5. SmrutiMandir 12.VadevMataji 21.DhanaTalav

D. i 6. i 13, inil i 22.Railway Station
E.Shri Ganpati 7. SabhaniChhatri 14.GhelaHanumanji  23.SundarpaginoKuvo
F.Shri Hanumanji 8. Sami PujanniChhatri 15.KedaresvarMahadev -

G.GnanKup 9. RaghuvirVadi 16.Ghanbag

H.Bhojanalay
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Places of Religious Significance — Within the Temple Complex

Hari Mandap (48) Marayanmol (47) Santo Acharya Appointment Gadiwala
Shikhkhapatri Bhuvan Dharmshala (52) Place (51) Place (58)

Main Temple

9]

Vachanamrut Grand Sabha  AksharBhuvan (53}  Shri Ganpati, GnanKup (22) Buraj (56)
Place at Mandir Mandap (59) Shri Hanumaniji (46)

,, Places of Religious Significance — Outside the Temple Complex:"ji.‘l

/
A
N

Gnanbag (25-27) GomtiTalav (43-44) Sabha Place Sami-Pujan Place Narayan Baghand Gangamano Ordo
(Gomiti) (63) {Gomiti) (61) Well (60) (Near Gau-shala)

Vachanamrut VadeuMataji (16) lobanpagini Ghela Hanuman (7) Kedareshwar
Place at Gomti Medi (12) Mahadevji (64)

E

— e -
Sonar Kui (17) GopiTalavdi (18) Khodiyar TadanTalav (19) DhanaTalav (20) Sundarpagi's
Mata (24) Kuvo (23)
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